[bookmark: _GoBack]
[image: ]COLLECTION OF LAWS
OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC
2004


Declared on: 15 April 2004	Time version of the regulation effective from: 1 June 2016 The content of this document is for information purposes.

199
ACT
of 10 March 2004
Customs Code, and amending and supplementing certain acts



The National Council of the Slovak Republic has passed the following Act:

Article I

Section 1
Subject-Matter

This Act governs the rules and procedures of disposal of goods ensuring the implementation of measures adopted subject to special rules1) for movement between the customs territory of the European Union1a) (hereinafter referred to as the “customs territory of the Union”) and third countries in the territory of the Slovak Republic, and measures to prevent illegal conduct of persons on the import, export, and transit of goods between the Union and third countries in the territory of the Slovak Republic.

Section 2
Basic Definitions

For the purposes of this Act, the following definitions shall apply:
a) customs rules shall mean special rules, international treaties, laws and other generally binding legal rules governing legal relationships in relation to the import, export or transit of goods, save for legislation governing value added tax and excise duties;
b) Member State shall mean a country which is a member state of the European Union (hereinafter referred to as the “Union”);
c) third country shall mean a state which is not a member state of the Union; a third country shall mean also a territory of a Member State of the Union which is not a customs territory of the Union;
d) customs border shall mean the national border of the Slovak Republic with a third country;
e) customs crossing point shall mean a point at the customs border used for transit of persons and transport of goods through the customs border;
f) goods shall mean any and all movable tangible assets and electricity specified in the Combined Nomenclature of the customs tariff that are subject to customs, have been subject to customs, shall be subject to customs or should have been subject to customs;
g) customs authority shall mean the Financial Directorate of the Slovak Republic2) (hereinafter referred to as the “Financial Directorate”), the customs office2), and the Financial Administration Criminal Office,2), provided they exercise responsibilities in accordance with the customs rules;
h) customs route shall mean a designated section of road, pipeline, and other route along which the goods shall be transported to the customs territory of the Union, from the customs territory of the Union, and through the customs territory of the Union, as well as to a free zone, and from a free zone.



Exercising Customs Supervision and Customs Control

Section 3
Customs Supervision

(1) Customs supervision shall be carried out using
a) customs formalities,2aa)
b) customs control including the post-clearance control,3)
c) other procedure of the customs authority under the customs rules.

(2) Analysis or more detailed examination of the goods samples taken shall be carried out by a laboratory2a) or a dedicated facility of other national authority or other legal person.

Section 3a
Exercising Customs Supervision on Import, Export and Transit of Rough Diamonds

(1) Rough diamonds3a) on their import, export or transit through the customs territory of the Union shall be subject to customs supervision.  When exercising customs supervision over rough diamonds, the customs office shall cooperate with the Assay Office of the Slovak Republic.3b)

(2) The customs office shall not place rough diamonds under a given customs procedure in the event of non-compliance with the conditions under a special rule.3c)

Section 4
Reporting Obligation in the Transport of Cash

(1) Cash, 3d) entering the territory of the Slovak Republic from a third country or leaving the territory of the Slovak Republic for a third country shall be subject to customs supervision.

(2) A natural person transporting cash under paragraph 1 in a minimum amount set out in a special rule,3e) is obliged to report this fact in writing3e) to the relevant customs authority, in a form the model of which is prescribed by the generally binding legal rule issued by the Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic (hereinafter referred to as the “Ministry”).

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 2, the value of funds shall be determined by the foreign exchange reference rate specified and announced by the European Central Bank or the National Bank of Slovakia3f) on the day preceding the date of transport of cash under paragraph 1.

(4) The customs office shall send the completed forms under paragraph 2 and notifications on infringement of customs rules under Section 72(1)(n) to the financial intelligence service of the Police Force4) by the fifth day of the calendar month following the month in which these facts occurred.

(5) The customs office shall exercise control of compliance with the reporting obligation under paragraph 2. During the control, the customs office shall have the right to request the necessary assistance of the persons subject to control. The customs office shall exercise control in line with the authorisations and using the means subject to a special rule.4a)
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Section 5

(1) The customs authority shall control whether imported goods
a) when properly installed, maintained, and used, have no properties justifying the suspicion of a serious and imminent threat to health and safety in general, health and safety at work, protection of consumer, environment and the public,
b) are accompanied with supporting documentation subject to a special rule which harmonises the conditions for the marketing of products4b) and are marked in line with this special rule,
c) bear a properly placed CE marking.4c)

(2) Importer of the goods is obliged, at the request of the customs authority, to prove that the goods it imported have a declaration of conformity or a certificate of conformity and the CE marking, where so provided for by a special rule which harmonises the conditions for the marketing of products.

(3) Prior to the release of the imported goods for free circulation, the customs authority shall ask, without undue delay, the relevant surveillance and control authority4d) for issuance of a binding opinion subject to a special rule,4e) if suspecting that the imported goods
a) when properly installed, maintained, and used, may pose a serious and imminent threat to health and safety in general, health and safety at work, protection of consumer, environment and the public,
b) are not accompanied with supporting documentation subject to a special rule which harmonises the conditions for the marketing of products, or they are not marked in line with this special rule, or
c) do not bear a properly placed CE marking.

(4) If the surveillance and control authority issues a binding opinion not confirming the suspicion under paragraph 3 and provided other conditions and formalities laid down in a special rule,1) are met, the customs authority shall release the imported goods for free circulation. The customs authority shall also release imported goods for free circulation if the surveillance and control authority fails to deliver the binding opinion under paragraph 5 or notification under paragraph 6 within three working days from the date of the request.

(5) The customs authority shall not release imported goods for free circulation if the surveillance and control authority delivers, within the deadline referred to in paragraph 4, a binding opinion according to which the imported goods, when properly installed, maintained, and used, pose a serious and imminent threat to health and safety in general, health and safety at work, protection of consumer, environment and the public, or lack the requisites referred to in paragraph 1(b) or (c).

(6) If the surveillance and control authority delivers, within the deadline referred to in paragraph 4, notification to the customs authority that it needs more time to issue a binding opinion, the customs authority shall suspend the customs clearance until the date of delivery of the binding opinion, however, for no more than 30 days; Section 23 shall apply to goods in temporary storage. Following the delivery of the binding opinion, the customs authority shall act adequately according to paragraphs 4 and 5.

(7) A special rule,4f) shall apply to further procedure of the authority when controlling the imported goods with respect to their marketing.


(8) The customs authority shall destroy the imported goods,4g) if the surveillance and control authority orders their destruction subject to a special rule.4h)



Section 6

(1) In line with this Act or with a special rule1), the customs authority shall have the right to control every natural person or legal person who have goods subject to customs supervision or with respect to whom it can be assumed that they have goods subject to customs supervision.

(2) In the event of reasonable suspicion that a natural person or legal person has goods subject to customs supervision, the customs authority shall have the right to examine such natural person and examine the business premises of the natural person or the business premises of the legal person.

(3) The customs authority can examine the natural person and examine the business premises of the natural person or the business premises of the legal person only if its request for handover of the goods subject to customs supervision is not answered.  At the request of the natural person being examined or at the request of an employee of the legal person, the examination may be carried out in the presence of other natural person. The customs authority is obliged to inform these persons of such right. Participation of other person may be refused in the cases where there may be a threat to the life or health of such person. A natural person may be examined only by a person of the same sex. The customs authority is obliged to prepare an official record of the examination of a natural person.

(4) Customs control of the content of consignment by post covered by the secrecy of correspondence shall be carried out only in the case of reasonable suspicion that consignments by post contain not only a written notification but also goods. The customs authority is obliged to confirm the fact of exercising customs control on the enveloping of the consignment by post and to prepare an official record of the same.

Section 7

(1) Under the conditions laid down in an international treaty9), customs control shall not apply to
a) foreign natural persons enjoying privileges and immunities under international law,
b) luggage imported, exported or transported in the transit customs procedure by a natural person enjoying privileges and immunities under international law,
c) diplomatic and consular mail protected under international law,
d) official correspondence protected under international law.

(2) Customs control shall not apply also to consular mail of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic.

Section 8
Liability for Damage

The customs authority shall not be liable for damage occurred due to delay of a means of transport as a consequence of presenting the goods to the customs authority and exercise of customs supervision.  This is without prejudice to the provisions of a special rule on liability for damage caused by illegal decision or incorrect official procedure.10)

Assistance

Section 9

(1) The person who has carried out the import, export or transit of goods, or the person who is, directly or indirectly, participating in the import, export or transit of goods, or a person who has, or with respect to whom it can be assumed that


it has, goods subject to customs supervision, is obliged to enable the customs authority to exercise customs supervision in constructions including flats provided such flats are used for business purposes, in means of transport, on lands in its ownership, use or administration, and to provide the necessary documents, data, and information.

(2) The person with respect to whom customs supervision is exercised is obliged to sustain the actions required for exercising the customs supervision and to provide the customs authority with the necessary assistance.

(3) The person with respect to whom customs supervision is exercised is obliged to present, at the request of the customs authority, a document certifying that the goods have been duly imported, or a proof of purchase, delivery note from the manufacturer or other means of proof indicating the goods come from persons entitled to operate in the customs territory of the Union.  If the required documents are not presented, the customs authority shall, at the expense and risk of the person with respect to whom customs supervision is exercised, transfer the goods under control to a place, which is under their immediate supervision, and set the deadline for additional submission of documents, however, of at least ten days.

(4) The person under paragraph 1 is obliged to keep all documents relating, directly or indirectly, to the import, export or transit of goods for the period of ten calendar years, save as otherwise provided for in a special rule10a). The start of lapse of this period is laid down in a special rule.11)

Section 10
Exercising Customs Supervision in Entrepreneur’s Business Premises

(1) If a customs supervision is exercised in the entrepreneur’s business premises or means of transport12) used for public transport or for public transhipment of goods, the entrepreneur is obliged to enable the customs authorities, when performing their duties, to enter into these business premises or means of transport, and to provide them with the necessary assistance, in particular to provide them with equipment required for handling of the goods and examination of the goods. Customs authorities shall pay, at the request of the entrepreneur, any and all of its costs related to the exercise of the customs supervision, save for the costs incurred by the entrepreneur in relation to its business regardless of the exercise of the customs supervision.

(2) If the normal costs are lower than the costs calculated by the entrepreneur, the customs authorities shall pay the normal costs. For the purpose of control, the entrepreneur is obliged to provide the customs authorities, at their request, with documents required for calculation of costs.

(3) The entrepreneur under paragraph 1 is obliged to provide the customs authorities, when exercising customs supervision, with a free-of-charge access to the means of transport and to equipment referred to in paragraph 1, a free-of-charge transport, and to inform them, free of charge and in time, of the road transport and air transport timetables and of other required information concerning transport.

Section 11

(1) Courts, other national authorities, municipal authorities or other public authorities established by a special law, notaries and bailiffs, provided the subject-matter of the procedure before them is subject, hereunder or under special laws, to import duties or export duties with respect to the import, export or transit of goods, are obliged to inform the customs office, Criminal Office of Financial Administration or Financial Directorate of data required for application and recovery of import duties or export duties.

(2) Banks and foreign bank branches are obliged, under a special rule13), to provide the customs office, Criminal Office of Financial Administration and Financial Directorate, at their written request, with information subject to bank secret.



(3) A postal company is obliged to inform the customs office, Criminal Office of Financial Administration or Financial Directorate, at their written request, of data required for the exercise of customs supervision, in particular data of mail  received from a third country and of mail dispatched to a third country, data of senders and recipients of such mail, and of the goods transported therein, or to enable the acquisition of such data directly in the postal company and to check on the spot their accuracy.

(4) National authorities and other public authorities and legal persons which, of their own motion or given the scope of their business, keep records of persons and their assets are obliged to inform the customs office, Criminal Office of Financial Administration or Financial Directorate, at their written request, of data required for the exercise of customs supervision.

(5) For the purpose of exercise of customs supervision, carriers are obliged to inform the customs office, Criminal Office of Financial Administration or Financial Directorate, at their written request, of the sender and recipient of the load carried, as well as of data of the goods carried and other information concerning the transport of such goods.

(6) For the purpose of exercise of customs supervision, publishers are obliged to inform the customs office, Criminal Office of Financial Administration or Financial Directorate, at their written request, of the name of the person submitting an advertisement published under reference.

(7) For the purpose of exercise of customs supervision, national authorities in charge of the exercise of control are obliged to inform the customs office, Criminal Office of Financial Administration or Financial Directorate, at their written request, of the results of controls, provided they discover connection between the customs debt and the tax obligations.

(8) Persons holding documents or other articles which may represent evidence when exercising customs supervision are obliged to hand over such documents or other articles for the purposes of proof to the customs office, Criminal Office of Financial Administration or Financial Directorate, at their written request. The customs office, Criminal Office of Financial Administration or Financial Directorate shall provide the person who has handed over the documents or other articles with a written confirmation of receipt thereof.

(9) To an extent required for the performance of their duties, the customs authorities shall have the right to request provision of information and personal data from an information system operated under a special law16) from the operator17) or agent,18) at the expense of such operator or agent.   The operator or agent is obliged to comply with the written request of the customs authority.

(10) The customs authority is entitled to use the information and personal data under paragraph 9 only to a necessary extent for official purposes in a manner keeping identification data about the customs authority or customs officer,19) who has requested the handover of information, and about the purpose for which the handover of information has been requested, for at least five years.  The operator or agent are obliged to keep confidential the facts under the first sentence.

(11) The operator or agent of information systems maintained under a special law16) is obliged to provide the customs authority, for the purposes of ensuring the protection of the person with respect to whom it may be reasonably assumed that there is a threat to such person’s life of health, with information concerning reporting any provision of personal data.

(12) The customs authority shall provide and disclose information that is not personal data, provided it is necessary to perform its duties.

(13) The customs authority is obliged to ensure the protection of information and personal data from unauthorised disclosure or provision thereof. Information and personal data obtained under paragraphs 9 and 11 may be used only for the performance of duties of the customs authority.



(14) Personal data under paragraphs 9 to 13 shall mean the academic degree, name, surname, birth certificate number, date and place of birth, address of permanent residence or stay, and number of account in a bank or foreign bank branch.

(15) Paragraphs 10 and 12 to 14 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the provision of information abroad20).

Section 12
Exercising Post-Clearance Control

(1) The customs office shall inform the person being controlled of the commencement of a post-clearance control. Notification of the commencement of a post-clearance control shall contain the place of exercise of the commencement of the post-clearance control, the date of commencement of the post-clearance control, and the subject-matter of the post-clearance control, specifying the data concerning customs declaration or specifying the period to which the post-clearance control applies. The customs office shall have the right to extend the exercise of the post-clearance control also for other subject-matter of the post-clearance control, which has not been included in the notification of the commencement of a post-clearance control; the customs office is obliged to inform the person being controlled of this fact in writing and without undue delay.

(2) The customs office shall have the right to commence a post-clearance control even without making a notification under paragraph 1, if there is a threat that accounting documents or other documents will be deteriorated, destroyed, altered, or if other circumstances can make the commencement of a post-clearance control impossible.

(3) If, during the exercise of a post-clearance control, the person being controlled asks for correction of customs declarations that are subject to the post-clearance control, the customs office shall not make the correction of such customs declarations until termination of the post-clearance control.

(4) The person being controlled is obliged
a) to enable the customs office to exercise a post-clearance control,
b) to enable the customs office to enter in its seat and business premises,
c) to provide the customs office with any and all required documents, data, information, including data stored on media, their extracts, or to ensure the provision thereof by a person designated by the person being controlled (hereinafter referred to as the “designated person”) also outside its seat and business premises, to provide oral or written statements thereon, to present evidence it has available in order to prove its claims, and to suggest other evidence it is aware of, within a deadline set out by the customs office,
d) to provide for a suitable place and conditions for the exercise of a post-clearance control, and to refrain from actions which could endanger a due course thereof,
e) to enable the customs office to control the goods subject to the customs declaration being controlled, provided these goods are available to it.

(5) The customs office shall confirm in writing the receipt of documents and data carriers under paragraph 4(c). The customs office shall have the right to make copies of documents and require the necessary explanations from the person being controlled and the designated person. The customs office shall return the received documents and media to the person from whom it has received the same, not later than on the day of termination of the post-clearance control. In the event of suspected infringement of customs rules, the customs office shall have the right to seize the originals of the documents under control and the media under Section 64.

(6) In order to establish the actual facts, the customs office shall take evidence during the post-clearance control.  In order to take evidence, the customs office shall use any and all means by which the actual facts can be established and explained and which comply with the legislation. The customs office shall assess the evidence at its own discretion, on a case-by-case basis and all evidence in their mutual correlation.

(7) When exercising a post-clearance control, the customs office is entitled to take samples of the goods. The customs office is obliged to provide the person being controlled with a written confirmation of taking a sample.

(8) The person being controlled shall not be entitled to a refund of costs incurred in relation to the control of the goods and sample-taking.

(9) The person being controlled is entitled
a) to request presentation of certificate of the customs officer exercising the post-clearance control,
b) to be present at the meeting with its employees,
c) to raise objections against the procedure of the customs officer exercising the post-clearance control,
d) to present or propose evidence proving its claims during the post-clearance control,
e) to comment, orally in the minutes or in writing, on the shortcomings established by the post-clearance control prior to the termination of the post-clearance control,
f) to appoint a representative.

(10) Objections under paragraph 9(c) shall be decided upon by the director of the customs office exercising the post-clearance control. The director of the customs office shall approve the objections if there are grounds for it; otherwise, it shall reject such objections. A decision on objections may not be appealed. If the post-clearance control is exercised subject to special rule20a) by the Financial Directorate or Criminal Office of Financial Administration, the objections shall be decided upon by the president of the Financial Administration or the director of the Criminal Office of Financial Administration.

(11) If the facts established by the post-clearance control prove that the customs rules have been applied correctly, the customs office shall make a record of the post-clearance control; the customs office shall act similarly, provided it reaches such findings based on discussion regarding the shortcomings established by the post-clearance control or a written statement with respect to such shortcomings. The post-clearance control shall be terminated on the date of making the record of the post-clearance control. The record of the post-clearance control shall be delivered for the attention of the person being controlled.

(12) The record from the post-clearance control shall contain
a) identification of the customs office which has exercised the post-clearance control,
b) identification of the person being controlled and identification of the designated person,
c) number of the record of the post-clearance control and the date of its preparation,
d) place of exercise of the post-clearance control, date of commencement and date of termination of the post-clearance control,
e) reg. numbers of the customs declarations under control,
f) statement of the customs office that it has not discovered any facts proving the application of customs rules on the basis of incorrect or incomplete data,
g) rank, name, and surname of the customs officers who have exercised the post-clearance control,
h) name and surname of the person acting on behalf of the customs office and his/her certified electronic signature for records in electronic form, or name, surname and function of the person acting on behalf of the customs office, his/her handwritten signature and imprint of the company stamp for records in paper form.

(13) If the facts established by the post-clearance control suggest that customs rules have been applied on the basis of incorrect or incomplete data, the customs office shall inform the person being controlled in writing of the shortcomings established by the post-clearance control and invite such person to attend the discussion concerning these shortcomings on the day designated in the call (hereinafter referred to as the “designated day”) or to comment in writing on the discovered shortcomings by the designated day. The person being controlled shall have the right to comment on the shortcomings discovered by the post-clearance control and on the method of how the customs office has reached these findings, including the obtaining, exercising and evaluating the evidence.

(14) If the facts established by the post-clearance control indicate an additional assessment of the customs debt in line with the customs rules, the customs office shall, in the call under paragraph 13, also inform the person being controlled of commencement of procedure concerning additional assessment of the customs debt. Evidence taken by the customs office during the post-clearance control prior to the commencement of the procedure concerning additional assessment of the customs debt does not have to be taken again.

(15) When discussing the shortcomings established by the post-clearance control, the customs office shall record the opinion of the person being controlled in writing in the minutes. The minutes shall be signed by the person being controlled and the customs officers who have participated in the preparation thereof.  Refusal to sign by the person being controlled shall be included by the customs office in the minutes together with the reason for such refusal, if it is aware of it.

(16) If the facts established by the post-clearance control prove that customs rules have been applied on the basis of incorrect or incomplete data, the customs office shall prepare a protocol on the post-clearance control (hereinafter referred to as the “protocol”). The supporting documents for preparation of the protocol are mainly written submissions, proposals, and opinion of the person being controlled or of the designated person, evidence and minutes under paragraph 15, as well as the facts generally known or known to the customs office from its official operation. The scope and method of establishing the supporting documents shall be determined by the customs office.  If the person being controlled fails to attend the discussion concerning the shortcomings established by the post-clearance control on the designated day and such person also fails to provide a written opinion by such day, the customs office can prepare the protocol on the basis of supporting documents available to it on the designated day; the customs office shall inform the person being controlled of this fact in the call under paragraph 13.

(17) The protocol shall contain
a) identification of the customs office which has exercised the post-clearance control,
b) identification of the person being controlled and identification of the designated person,
c) number of the protocol and date of preparation thereof,
d) place of exercise of the post-clearance control, date of commencement and date of termination of the post-clearance control,
e) reg. numbers of the customs declarations under control,
f) specification of the proved shortcomings established by the post-clearance control, of the facts representing the basis for preparation of the protocol, including the considerations of the customs office when evaluating evidence, the measures taken during the post-clearance control; the customs office shall include in the protocol also how it has dealt with the opinion of the person being controlled on the shortcomings established by the post-clearance control,
g) list of supporting documents and media seized during the post-clearance control,
h) calculation of the amount of the customs debt to be collected, the legal fact based on which the customs debt has occurred, the moment of occurrence of the customs debt, the place of occurrence of the customs debt, and specification of the declarant,
i) other facts that have arisen from the post-clearance control and that are material in terms of application of customs rules,
j) rank, name, and surname of the customs officers who have exercised the post-clearance control,
k) name and surname of the person acting on behalf of the customs office and his/her certified electronic signature for protocols in electronic form, or name, surname and function of the person acting on behalf of the customs office, his/her handwritten signature and imprint of the company stamp for protocols in paper form.

(18) The post-clearance control shall be terminated on the date of making the protocol. The protocol shall be delivered to the attention of the person being controlled.

(19) If, in line with the customs rules, there should be an additional assessment of the customs debt, the customs office shall inform the debtor of the amount of the customs debt by decision on additional assessment of the customs debt.

(20) Customs declarations that have been subject to the post-clearance control may be subject to the post-clearance control again,
a) provided the person being controlled asks for refund of the customs debt,
b) at the instigation of the European Committee, Ministry or Financial Directorate,
c) at the request of law enforcement authorities.

(21) If a temporary storage declaration, entry summary declaration, exit summary declaration, re-export declaration or re-export notification are subject to the post-clearance control, paragraphs 1 to 20 shall apply mutatis mutandis.

Section 13
Customs Frontier Zone

(1) The customs frontier zone is a part of the customs territory of the Union within 25 km off the customs border inland. The course of the customs frontier zone is described in Annex No. 2.

(2) Customs supervision shall be exercised at an enhanced rate in the customs frontier zone, in particular it shall be established whether the goods including means of transport has crossed, or will cross, the customs border in line with the customs rules.

Transport of Goods

Section 14

(1) Goods may be imported, exported, and transported through customs borders only by the customs route, if any. This shall be without prejudice to the provision of paragraph 3.

(2) Goods may be imported, exported, and transported through customs borders only through customs crossing points; this shall not apply to transport by rail, air, and pipeline.

(3) Aircrafts that arrive from airports outside the customs territory of the Union, can land only at customs airports, and aircrafts that that depart for airports outside the customs territory of the Union, can depart only from these airports.

(4) If an aircraft departs directly from a customs airport from the customs territory of the Union and due to unforeseen circumstances or force majeure lands outside the customs airport, it can follow in the next flight from the customs territory of the Union only if the content of the consignment is not changed.

(5) The list of customs routes, customs crossing points, and customs airports is attached hereto as Annex No. 2.

(6) Upon agreement with the relevant Police Force unit, Financial Directorate may, in individual cases, authorise the transfer of persons and transport of goods through the customs border beyond the customs crossing point, and determine in which cases such authorisation is issued by the customs office.  The authorisation may be issued, provided the conditions subject to special rules are complied with.21)

(7) In transport from the customs territory of the Union, the obligation under paragraph 1 shall not apply to
a) goods of non-commercial character that are not subject to export duties, found in traveller’s luggage,
b) means of transport typically powered by man power,
c) goods that are exempt from export duties subject to a special rule.22)

(8) The obligation under paragraph 1 shall not apply to goods that
a) are found in traveller’s luggage, and the customs declaration may be lodged using other action,23)
b) are transported to the customs territory of the Union in relation to a natural disaster,24)
c) are transported to the customs territory of the Union in relation to other unforeseeable event, in particular accident.

(9) In order to facilitate the transport, the customs office may grant an exemption from the obligations under paragraphs 1 and 3 also if required so by the circumstances, unless the exercise of customs supervision is not endangered thereby; the customs office shall issue a decision on the same under a general rule on administrative procedure.25)

Section 15

(1) When moving goods to the territory of the Slovak Republic or when removing goods from a free zone to another part of the customs territory of the Union, the obligation to move goods without undue delay by the customs route in line with the instructions of the customs authorities to the relevant customs office or other place set out or approved by the customs authorities, as well as the obligation under Section 14(1) or (3) when releasing goods for free circulation or for temporary import customs procedure shall not apply to
a) goods of non-commercial character that are exempt from import duties subject to a special rule governing the exemption of goods transported by a traveller in his/her luggage26) or that are exempt from import duties as returned goods,
b) traveller’s personal items,27)
c) means of transport typically powered by man power, provided they are exempt from import duties as returned goods or within the temporary import customs procedure,
d) goods that are exempt from import duties subject to a special rule governing the exemption of agricultural products, seeds, fertilisers, and products for treatment of soil and cultivation of crops from import duties,28)
e) animals, machines, means of transport, and other goods of an agricultural enterprise or forest enterprise situated in immediate vicinity of the customs border, that are exempt from import duties as returned goods or within the temporary import customs procedure,
f) aircrafts used for passenger transportation that is not pursued as an entrepreneurial activity or that is an activity only of an occasional nature, landing at airports designated by the Ministry,
g) aircrafts of national bodies of the Slovak Republic and the Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic with their food and fuel supplies exempt from import duties as returned goods,
h) Union goods of non-commercial character exempt from import duties imported from the free zone to another part of the customs territory of the Union in personal luggage.

(2) When moving goods to the territory of the Slovak Republic or when removing goods from a free zone to another part of the customs territory of the Union, the obligation to move goods without undue delay by the customs route in line with the instructions of the customs authorities to the relevant customs office or other place set out or approved by the customs authorities, as well as the obligation under Section 14(1) or (3) when releasing goods for free circulation shall not apply to
a) consignments by letter save for addressed direct mail consignments or consignments for blind people,
b) consignments, mainly forms, letters and parcels containing goods of value not exceeding EUR 25, save for consignments containing alcoholic drinks, tobacco products, roasted coffee or instant coffee,
c) consignments, mainly forms, letters and parcels containing goods of non-commercial character, that are exempt from import duties under a special rule governing the exemption of consignments sent by a natural person from a third country to another natural person to the customs territory of the Union,29)
d) consignments, mainly forms, letters and parcels containing
1. documents sent to public administration authorities of Member States,
2. public deeds of third-country governments and international organisations,
3. official forms sent to central banks of Member States,
4. supporting documents for controls exercised in the customs territory of the Union by a third-country institution,
5. forms used within conventions on international car transport and transport of goods,
6. used forms, travel statements, bills of lading, transfer notes, and other commercial documents,
7. official forms of third-country authorities or authorities of international organisations and forms corresponding to international standards, sent for distribution by third-country companies to identical or similar companies in the customs territory of the Union,
8. photographs for print, slides, and plates for photographs for print, together with text for images, sent to press agencies or newspaper and magazine publishers,
9. revenue stamps or similar stamps certifying the payment of fees in a third country,
10. legal tender paid to the National Bank of Slovakia and other banks,
e) consignments, mainly forms, letters and parcels exempt from import duties as returned goods, returned to the sender as undelivered consignments.

(3) When moving goods to the territory of the Slovak Republic or when removing goods from a free zone to another part of the customs territory of the Union, the customs office may, in order to facilitate the transfer of goods, grant an exemption from the obligation to move goods without undue delay by the customs route in line with the instructions of the customs authorities to the relevant customs office or other place set out or approved by the customs authorities, as well as from the obligation under Section 14(1) or (3); the customs office shall issue a decision thereon under a general rule on administrative procedure.25)

Section 15a
Costs of Issuance of Decision on Application of Customs Rules

(1) The costs of issuance of a decision on the application of customs rules29a) shall mean, in particular, costs of the performance of an analysis or expert report on goods, return of the goods to the applicant, expert opinions, and costs of certified translations of documents into the national language necessary for the correct assessment of the case, if provided for by suppliers.

(2) The costs referred to in paragraph 1 shall be paid by the person applying for the issuance of a decision on the application of customs rules, irrespective of whether the costs incurred on the initiative of the applicant for the issuance of a decision on the application of customs rules or on the initiative of the customs authority.



Binding Information

Section 16
Binding Information

(1) Application for issuance of binding information on origin of goods30) may be filed also in paper form.

(2) Decision on binding information on origin of goods based on the application under paragraph 1 shall be issued in paper form.

Section 17

A document certifying the origin of goods,31) shall be issued by a person authorised for this purpose subject to a special rule.32)

Section 18a Registration

(1) Application for allocation of EORI number (Economic Operator Registration and Identification number) must be filed also by a person other than the economic operator, save as otherwise provided for in the customs rules.

(2) Application for allocation of EORI number (Economic Operator Registration and Identification number) may be filed also in paper form on a form, the model of which is prescribed by a generally binding legal rule issued by the Ministry.

Movement of Goods to Customs Office and Presentation of Goods

Section 19

(1) Goods shall be presented physically in the customs area of the relevant customs office during its office hours, which are published on its official notice board; this shall be without prejudice to the provision of Section 26. Customs area may be used only for the purposes of exercising customs supervision and only during the office hours of the relevant customs office.

(2) Customs area shall mean a designated area of the customs office, located in constructions and on lands used by the customs office, or in constructions and on lands where a railway station, airport, postal company, or harbour are located, or on other land, provided it is determined and identified by the customs office as a customs area, upon agreement with the owner or authorised user of such constructions and lands, or a designated area of other persons so identified and determined, provided it is in close proximity of these lands and constructions.

Section 22

(1) Customs office competent for presentation of goods34) shall be
a) as for road transport, the nearest customs office,
b) as for air transport, the customs office at the
1. airport where the goods land or are transhipped, if the goods are transported by air to the customs territory of the Union from third countries, and they are accompanied with a transfer document, in the same mode of transport without intermediate transport to another airport in the customs territory of the Union,
2. otherwise the customs office in the perimeter of which is the first customs airport of landing, or as for luggage35), the customs office in the perimeter of which is a customs airport indented for exercise of customs control and customs formalities, and with its consent, also any other customs office in the perimeter of which is a customs airport,
c) as for rail transport
1. as for hold baggage, any customs office if entitled to the customs clearance in rail transport (hereinafter referred to as the “railway customs office”),
2. as for road motor vehicles carried in international trains intended for the carriage of road motor vehicles, the railway customs office in the perimeter of which is the place of landing,
3. as for goods leaving the free zone to other customs territory of the Union, the customs office in the perimeter of which the goods are leaving the free zone, if entitled to the clearance,
4. as for other goods, every railway customs office in the perimeter of which the train makes the first planned stop after the entry; this shall be without prejudice to the provisions on facilitation of the transit customs procedure for transport within rail transport36),
d) as for postal transport, any customs office if entitled to the customs clearance in postal transport,
e) as for pipeline transport or other customs route, the customs office in the perimeter of which the goods are leaving the pipeline or other customs route.

(2) If it is not possible to present the goods to the customs office competent under paragraph 1, the next nearest customs office shall be the competent customs office. In the event of authorised landing outside the customs airport, the customs office in the perimeter of which is the place of landing shall be the competent customs office.

Section 23
Cost of Storage

(1) A person who has presented the goods to the customs office is obliged to pay the cost of storage when storing the goods in the customs office’s warehouses; the same shall apply to goods in temporary storage.

(2) Cost of storage in the following amount shall be paid for storage of goods under paragraph 1
a) 5% of the goods in storage, however, at least EUR 16.59, provided the storage of goods does not exceed five days including the day on which the goods were placed in storage,
b) 10% of the goods in storage, however, at least EUR 33.19, provided the storage of goods is longer than five days and shorter than one month.

(3) If the customs office’s warehouses store deeds, documents, documentation and other written documents, the cost of storage shall be paid for the first month or part thereof in the amount of EUR 6.63 per storage item.

(4) Cost of storage referred to in paragraph 2(b) and in paragraph 3 shall be paid for storage of goods in the customs office’s warehouses for each month or part thereof.

(5) The aggregate amount of storage shall be rounded down to euro cents up to EUR 0.005 and up from and including EUR 0.005.

Customs Clearance 

Section 24

(1) Customs clearance shall mean procedure aimed at deciding whether and under which conditions the goods imported, exported or transported through the customs territory of the Union is placed under a given customs procedure or under re-export.

(2) Customs clearance shall commence by lodging a customs declaration or re-export declaration.



Section 26
Customs Clearance Inside and Outside Customs Area

(1) Customs clearance shall be implemented in the customs area during the determined office hours. Outside the customs area or outside the determined office hours, implementation of the customs clearance may be allowed only if permitted by the operation of customs offices.  Customs office can make implementation of the customs clearance outside the customs area or outside the determined office hours conditional upon the provision for costs under paragraph 6.

(2) If the declarant is filing the application for the implementation of customs clearance outside the customs area or outside the determined office hours in paper form, he/she is obliged to file such application on a form, the model of which is prescribed by a generally binding legal rule issued by the Ministry. Provisions of the general rule on administrative procedure concerning the requisites of the decision37) shall not apply to the written preparation of the decision on application for the implementation of customs clearance outside the customs territory or outside the determined office hours.

(3) The customs clearance shall be implemented outside the customs territory or outside the determined office hours only if the regular operation of the customs office is not disrupted and if the implementation thereof is requested by the declarant on grounds of efficiency or urgency.

(4) The declarant is obliged to provide for, within the agreed period, the necessary documents, goods, and means of transport in which the goods will be transported, in order to allow commencement of the customs clearance without undue delay and termination of the same without delay.

(5) The customs clearance outside the customs area or outside the determined office hours shall not be implemented by the customs office if the declarant fails to provide for the requisites under paragraph 4 or if the customs office establishes that the customs supervision shall be implemented only in the form of control of documents.

(6) If the customs clearance is implemented outside the customs area or outside the determined office hours, the declarant is obliged to pay the associated costs to the following extent:
a) EUR 9.95 per hour, or part thereof, of the customs clearance and journey necessary to appear at the place of the customs clearance and back during the office hours of the customs office,
b) EUR 19.91 per hour, or part thereof, of the customs clearance and journey necessary to appear at the place of the customs clearance and back on working days outside the office hours of the customs office,
c) EUR 29.87 per hour, or part thereof, of the customs clearance and journey necessary to appear at the place of the customs clearance and back on holidays or legal rest days.

(7) Besides the costs referred to in paragraph 6, the declarant is obliged to pay the following to the customs office
a) refund of evidenced travel expenses,38)
b) refund for use of road motor vehicles when on business trips.38)

(8) If the customs clearance outside the customs area or outside the determined office hours is not carried out on grounds on part of the declarant, the declarant is obliged to pay the costs under paragraph 6, at least to the extent corresponding to one hour or part thereof, and the costs under paragraph 7, while the same applies if the declarant requests invalidation or modification of the authorisation at a time when the occurrence of costs of the customs office in relation to such authorisation cannot be prevented; paragraph 11 shall not apply.

(9) The customs clearance may be implemented during train operation or whilst the ship is underway between the train or ship stops, determined by the Ministry upon agreement with the Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications of the Slovak Republic.

(10) The customs office shall implement the customs clearance preferentially, even outside the determined office hours, in the case of perishable goods, live animals, goods designed to eliminate the consequences of accidents, natural disasters24) and similar events, or if there is a risk of delay.

(11) Costs under paragraph 6 shall not be paid if the customs declaration is filed in the name and for the account of a person who is an approved economic operator for simplified customs procedures.

(12) Paragraphs 1 to 8, 10 and 11 shall apply mutatis mutandis also to the termination of the transit customs procedure.

Section 27
Verification of Data of Customs Declaration and Re-Export Declaration

(1) In order to establish the facts of the case, the customs office shall be entitled to verify also the supporting documents and facts that came to light otherwise than at the initiative of the declarant and to produce also other evidence than the one proposed.

(2) If the declarant fails, in the customs clearance, to comply with the obligation to provide all the required information and supporting documents,39) the customs office shall be entitled to ask the declarant for provision of an explanation and submission of other supporting documents or other evidence that the declared value of goods corresponds to the price actually paid or price to be paid, modified under the provisions of a special rule.40)

(3) At the request of the customs office, the declarant is obliged to specify the origin of goods, sustain taking of samples at his/her own expense, and to provide the customs office with the required assistance.

Section 28
Ensuring the Identification of Goods

If it is necessary to ensure the identification of goods, the declarant is obliged, at his/her own expense, to take the required actions, in particular to provide the premises, means of transport and containers so that it is possible to attach the customs sealing device. Also, the declarant is obliged to provide a free-of-charge specimen, representation or description of the goods, if required for ensuring the identification of the goods.

Section 29
Competence for Presentation of Goods and Submission of Customs Declaration

(1) Goods shall be presented and customs declaration shall be submitted at an inland branch of the customs office,41) save as otherwise provided for in paragraph 2 or Section 31(1), except
a) imported goods to be placed under the transit customs procedure, and
b) goods with respect to which customs control may be easily and effectively exercised and which are to be released for free circulation, export customs procedure or temporary import customs procedure.

(2) Territorial competence for presentation of goods and for submission of customs declaration for certain types of goods shall be set out by a generally binding legal rule issued by the Ministry.

(3) Goods with respect to which customs control may be easily and effectively exercised shall mean, in particular, goods
a) in bulk,
b) packed in bags, sacks, battening including drums for transport of cables, in barrels with snap closures, or goods packed in transparent packing,
c) unpacked goods, unpacked goods attached to pallets by foil,
d) liquid, granulated and gaseous goods transported in cisterns or special containers, secured by the carrier’s or transporter’s closure, and the numbers or characteristics of these closures shall be recorded in the transfer note.

Application for Payment of Export Refund

Section 30

If a customs declaration proposes placing the goods for which payment of export refund is requested subject to a special rule,42) is required under the export customs procedure, the declarant shall include the “Request for Payment of Export Refund” note in the customs declaration.

Section 31

(1) A properly completed customs declaration with a note under Section 30 shall be considered a request for payment of export refund subject to a special rule.43) The list of customs office branches eligible for submission of requests for payment of export refund shall be laid down in a generally binding legal rule issued by the Ministry.

(2) If a customs office places goods with respect to which the declarant has filed a request for payment of export refund under paragraph 1 under the export customs procedure, the customs office shall indicate such fact in the request and forward the document form of the request, certified by the office, via the Financial Directorate, to the Agricultural Payment Agency for decision.46)

Accepting a Written Customs Declaration

Section 32

(1) Customs declaration must be completed in the national language. Customs office can accept a written customs declaration also in other language and request certified translation thereof into the national language from the declarant.

(2) The method of completing customs declaration or re-export declaration, the list of codes used when completing such declaration and the method of rounding the amounts, values and payments, the model of the form of the import, export and transit customs declaration for goods which are or will be used by the Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic (FORM 302), and the model of the form NATO - travel order shall be prescribed by a generally binding legal rule issued by the Ministry.

Section 33

Submission of customs declaration in paper form shall be certified by the signature of a customs officer.   The customs officer shall indicate the date of receipt of the customs declaration in the paper form of such declaration.

Section 34

(1) Customs office shall refuse to accept customs declaration, provided
a) the customs declaration is submitted at an incompetent branch of the customs office or
b) the requisites for submission of customs declaration prescribed by customs rules are not met.

(2) Customs office may refuse to accept customs declaration, provided the customs declaration is submitted at an incompetent branch of the customs office in terms of territory.

Section 35

(1) If a customs declaration is invalidated prior to the release of goods, the customs clearance shall be considered terminated.

(2) If a customs declaration in paper form already accepted is invalidated at the request of a declarant,47) the customs office shall indicate this fact in the customs declaration.

Section 35a

Provisions of Section 32(1) and Sections 33 to 35 shall apply mutatis mutandis also to the re-export declaration.

Section 36
Decision in Customs Clearance 

(1) A written preparation of a decision in a customs clearance shall contain
a) identification of the customs office which has issued the decision,
b) date of acceptance of the proposal for decision in the customs clearance, reg. No. of the decision, date of issuance of the decision,
c) accurate identification of the declarant,
d) identification or description of goods precluding confusion with other goods,
e) amount of the import duties or amount of the export duties as per individual items and the aggregate amount of the import duties or the aggregate amount of the export duties, if import duties or export duties are assessed, and the customs procedure under which the goods are placed,
f) name and surname of the person acting on behalf of the customs office and his/her certified electronic signature for decisions in electronic form, or name, surname and function of the person acting on behalf of the customs office, his/her handwritten signature and imprint of the company stamp for decisions in paper form.

(2) Company stamp shall mean a stamp assigned to a customs officer19) or to a person acting on behalf of the customs office in order to perform its duties, containing the date and other distinguishing characteristics allowing for identification of the person who has made the decision in the customs clearance.

(3) The general rule on administrative procedure,25) shall not apply to the written preparation of a decision placing goods under a given customs procedure.

(4) If, during a customs clearance, the customs office confirms the customs declaration lodged in writing or the customs office issues other document meeting the requisites under paragraph 1, such declaration or such document shall be considered a decision.

(5) Neither the provisions of paragraph 1 nor the general rule on administrative procedure,25) shall apply to a decision on placing of goods under a given customs procedure notified orally or in otherwise.49)

(6) A decision in customs clearance shall be prepared in writing; this shall not apply if the customs declaration has been given in line with the customs rules orally.

(7) A decision placing goods under the total relief from import duties customs procedure may be notified by the customs office by indicating the date of placing on the commercial or transfer document. The date of indicating the placing of goods shall mean the date of notification of the decision. Such decision shall contain no reasons.



(8) Decisions in the customs clearance issued under paragraph 3 and decisions of the customs office rejecting the proposal for placing of goods under a given customs procedure or not fully complying with this proposal may be appealed within 30 days from the date of notification of the decision.

(9) Written decision in the customs clearance shall also mean a decision prepared and sent automatically, through a data processing and transmission equipment, containing a guaranteed electronic seal with an attached time stamp; such decision shall contain no requisites referred to in paragraph 1(f).

(10) Provisions of a special rule, 49a) shall apply to delivery of electronic messages in the customs clearance. However, decision under paragraph 9 or other electronic official document shall be considered delivered at the moment it is made available via the Central Electronic File information system functionality to the declarant, provided this moment precedes the moment of delivery subject to a special rule.49b)

Section 36a
Destruction of Goods under Inward Processing 

(1) If waste is subject to the destruction,50) the applicant for issuance of authorisation to use the inward processing procedure is obliged to accompany the application with consent to waste disposal subject to a special rule.51)

(2) Holder of the authorisation to use the inward processing procedure shall inform the customs office in writing of the day, time, and place of destruction of goods; he/she shall deliver such notification to the customs office not later than seven calendar days prior to the date of destruction of the goods.

Section 37

The amount of import duties or the amount of export duties shall not be entered in the accounts in the event of amount which can no longer be notified to the debtor subject to a special rule52) or subject to Section 53(4).

Section 38

(1) Customs debt can be settled in cash, by postal order, check, bank transfer from one account to the state budget account held for the customs office or Financial Directorate, or by offsetting other overpayments. Customs debt can be settled in cash, unless it exceeds EUR 1,500.

(2) At the request, customs office may authorise settlement of the customs debt for the debtor in the form of instalments, provided an immediate settlement would imply a serious detriment to the debtor or the debtor is not able, on other objective grounds, to settle the customs debt at once, however, for no more than a period not exceeding the limitation period for the right to claim arrears in the customs debt under Section 61.

Free Zones

Section 40

A free zone must be separated from the remaining customs territory by a fence at least three metres high or separated in a manner approved by the customs office so that it is possible to control the entries to the free zone and exits from it from such zone.



Section 41

(1) Establishment of a free zone at the request of a person shall be authorised by the Ministry based on a prior decision of the Government of the Slovak Republic.  In the authorisation, the Ministry shall determine the parts of the customs territory which constitute the free zone, determine the operator and conditions for operating a free zone, the point of entry into the free zone, the point of exit from the free zone, and the period for which the free zone is established.

(2) Constructions built in a free zone without the consent of the customs office shall be removed by the customs office immediately at the expense of the owner of the construction; this shall be without prejudice to the provisions of special legal rules.

(3) The Ministry shall invalidate the authorisation under paragraph 1, if so requested by the operator or if the free zone ceases to fulfil the purpose for which it has been established, or if continuation of its operation is not economically justified.

(4) Requisites of the application for establishment of a free zone, and the documents and supporting documents attached to the application shall be prescribed by a generally binding legal rule issued by the Ministry.

Section 43

A free zone operator is obliged to inform the customs office of any loss of goods, save for natural losses.

Duty Relief for Imports or Exports

Section 44
Decision on Duty Relief for Imports

(1) Decisions on duty relief for imports shall be issued in the customs clearance based on an application contained in the customs declaration.  If the customs declaration has been submitted in compliance with customs rules orally, decision on duty relief for imports shall be made even without the application under the first sentence.

(2) Decisions on placing of goods under a given customs procedure shall be considered decision on duty relief for imports.

(3) If special conditions for granting of duty relief for imports need to be prescribed, the customs office shall issue a written decision on duty relief for imports; it shall apply also if the application for duty relief for imports is filed thereafter.

(4) If the customs declaration is filed by other action,23) it shall be considered submission of application for issuance of decision on duty relief for imports and omission of the customs office shall be considered decision on duty relief for imports.

Goods in Traveller’s Luggage

Section 45

Goods imported in the personal luggage of travellers shall be exempt from import duties to the extent and under the conditions prescribed by a special rule.53)



Goods Imported by Beneficiaries of Privileges and Immunities under International Law, and Equipment of Foreign Workplaces

Section 47

(1) The following goods shall be exempt from import duties
a) goods intended for official purposes and consumption of diplomatic or consular representations of foreign countries situated in the territory of the Slovak Republic, in particular official materials, fuel to heat the official premises, equipment of the official premises, fuel and equipment for means of transport; the same applies for building materials to be used for construction or conversion of buildings of the representations including the goods to be permanently attached to the building as a part of the equipment, provided such goods are sent to the representation of the country of dispatch or at its initiative,
b) goods used for the purposes or consumption of members of diplomatic staff of the representations referred to in letter (a) and consular officers who are members of consular staff of the representations referred to in letter (a), their family members living with them in household; duty relief for import of road motor vehicles shall be granted on the principle of reciprocity in relation to the relevant third country, but for no more than two road motor vehicles imported during two years, irrespective of whether the import is carried out in the name of a member of diplomatic staff of the representations referred to in letter (a) and a consular officer who is a member of consular staff of representations referred to in letter (a), or in the name of his/her family member; duty relief is also granted for import of a caravan which, however, cannot be lent, given as a security, hired out or transferred even after the lapse of periods under Section 48(1); if a road motor vehicle imported with duty relief is re-exported prior to the lapse of the mentioned period, or the import duties are paid, or it is proved that it is seriously damaged, other road motor vehicle may be imported with duty relief instead of such vehicle,
c) goods imported by members of administrative and technical staff of representations referred to in letter (a) for their personal needs or consumption on their first official entry; duty relief for import of road motor vehicles shall be granted on the principle of reciprocity in relation to the relevant third country, but for no more than two road motor vehicles and for goods intended for household consumption which are imported together with other goods on their removal; goods shall be considered imported goods on the first official entry, provided the application for release of the goods for free circulation is submitted within six months following the date of the first official entry.

(2) No duty relief for imports shall be granted if the person under paragraph 1(b) or (c)
a) is a national of the Slovak Republic or is permanently residing in the territory of the Slovak Republic, or
b) is carrying on business in the territory of the Slovak Republic subject to a special rule.55)

Section 48

(1) Goods exempt from import duties under Section 47(1) or under international treaties for third-country institutions or international organisations may be lent, given as security, hired out or transferred without a prior notification of the customs office only after the lapse of the period arising from the principle of reciprocity in relation to the third country, however, at least after the lapse of 12 months from the date of receipt of the customs declaration of the release of goods for free circulation, and at least after the lapse of two years in the case of road motor vehicles.

(2) If the goods under paragraph 1 are lent, given as security, hired out or transferred prior to the lapse of the period under paragraph 1, the declarant is obliged to inform the customs office of this fact beforehand; the customs office shall assess and collect the import duties based on the tariff applicable on the date of handling these goods from the customs value accepted or determined by the customs office as of this date.

(3) If the goods exempt from import duties under Section 47(1) are lent, given as security, hired out or transferred prior to the lapse of the period under paragraph 1, the customs office shall not collect the import duties, provided a diplomat or consul belonging to the staff of the representations referred to in Section 47(1)(a) is removed from office or if at least one half of such period lapses, or if the person under Section 47(1)(b) and (c) dies, or in the event of serious damage to the road motor vehicle; this shall also apply to company motor vehicles.

Section 49
Stocks Held on Board

(1) Stocks of food, beverages, tobacco products and other goods intended for consumption or further use by travellers and the crew on board of means of transport used for business purposes in the field of air transport and waterway transport in transit through customs border, provided the provision of such service in these means of transport is usual, shall be exempt from import duties on the basis of the principle of reciprocity in relation to the third country.

(2) In road transport and rail transport, goods under paragraph 1 imported through the customs border in the relevant means of transport, save for tobacco products and spirit drinks, shall be exempt from import duties.

(3) Packing in which goods under paragraphs 1 and 2 is handed over shall be labelled in such a way that the sale of such goods outside the means of transport is easily detectable.

(4) Goods imported with duty relief under paragraphs 1 and 2, must be used in line with treatment thereof.

Section 50
Fuels

Fuels in main tanks of commercial motor vehicles designated for transport of more than nine persons including driver58) are exempt from import duties in the quantity of 600 l per commercial motor vehicle and one journey at the most.

Section 51
Seeds, Seeds for Sowing, and Fertilisers

(1) Seeds and seeds for sowing are exempt from import duties on the principle of 
reciprocity in relation to the third country.

(2) Fertilisers and other products for soil cultivation and care for agricultural crops59) are exempt from import duties on the principle of reciprocity in relation to the third country.

(3) The seat of an agricultural enterprise and lands cultivated by this enterprise are situated in immediate vicinity of the customs border when they are not within more than five kilometres off the customs border and the cultivated land area is not situated further than in a zone of five kilometres along the customs border.

Section 52

Provisions of 44 to 51 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the export of goods subject to export duties.



Section 53
Notifying the Amount of Customs Debt

(1) In the event of application of a procedure under a special rule,60) the customs office shall inform the debtor of the amount of customs debt by delivering
a) a written decision on determination of customs debt in a customs clearance; if a security is provided for the customs debt, the amount thereof in the customs clearance may be notified by a written decision in the customs clearance, or
b) a written decision on assessment of customs debt or on additional assessment of customs debt in an administrative procedure.

(2) Provisions of the general rule on administrative procedure concerning the requisites of the decision37) shall not apply to the written preparation of the decision on determination of customs debt in a customs clearance.

(3) Decision on determination of customs debt in a customs clearance shall contain
a) number of the decision,
b) accurate identification of the declarant,
c) amount of the import duties or amount of the export duties as per individual items and the aggregate amount of the import duties or the aggregate amount of the export duties,
d) bank details and identification of payment,
e) information about appeal and information that the decision is subject to judicial review under the conditions subject to a special rule,60a)
f) date of issuance of such decision,
g) name and surname of the person acting on behalf of the customs office and his/her certified electronic signature for decisions in electronic form, or name, surname and function of the person acting on behalf of the customs office, his/her handwritten signature and imprint of the company stamp for decisions in paper form.

(4) If the customs debt incurs in relation to a conduct showing elements of crime at the time of execution thereof, the customs office may inform the debtor of the amount of the customs debt not later than within five years from the date of occurrence thereof.

(5) If, after the decision on determination of customs debt becomes final in the customs clearance, it is later proved that the amount of the customs debt notified to the debtor by such decision does not correspond to the amount of the customs debt which ought to be paid under the customs rules, the customs office shall make an additional assessment of the customs debt by means of an individual decision, or issue a decision on repayment or remission of the amount of import duties or of the amount of export duties; provisions of the general rule on administrative procedure on review of decisions60b) shall not apply.

Section 54
Depositing Cash

(1) For the purposes of guarantee for the customs debt, the submission of proof of blockage of the deposit in a bank or foreign bank branch in favour of the customs office or a wire transfer of funds to the customs office’s account shall be equal to the deposition of cash. The funds used for guarantee for the customs debt shall not be subject to the enforcement of the decision.60c)

(2) The guarantee for the customs debt granted by deposition of cash shall be used for payment of import duties or export duties, unless the customs debt is voluntarily satisfied within a period prescribed by the customs rules or determined by the customs office, or if the declarant consents to such payment of


import duties or export duties prior to the expiration of such period. The customs office shall return the surplus of the guarantee granted for the customs debt without undue delay to the person from whom the guarantee for the customs debt has been required.

(3) By depositing cash to the customs office’s treasury, a guarantee may be granted for a customs debt not exceeding EUR 1,500.

(4) A guarantee for the customs debt may not be granted by depositing cash in the event of a comprehensive guarantee for the customs debt.

Section 55
Guarantee

(1) Guarantee shall be granted in the form of an individual guarantee or a comprehensive guarantee.

(2) The customs office shall accept the following entities as a guarantor
a) a bank, foreign bank seated in a Member State, insurance company or insurance company from other Member State, or
b) other person permanently residing, conducting business or seated in the territory of the Slovak Republic if approved as a guarantor under paragraph 3.

(3) The customs office shall approve the person referred to in paragraph 2(b), at its written request, as a guarantor, provided
a) it is able to satisfy the customs debt which incurs or could incur for the debtor, up to the amount specified in the request,
b) it provides security for the claim up to the amount specified in the request
1. by blocking the deposit in a bank or foreign bank branch seated in a Member State, or in a foreign bank with a branch situated in the territory of the Slovak Republic, or
2. by guarantee of a bank or foreign bank seated in a Member State, or a foreign bank with a branch in the territory of the Slovak Republic, or an insurance company, an insurance company from other Member State or foreign insurance company with a branch in the territory of the Slovak Republic, granted in line with the model prescribed by a generally binding legal rule issued by the Ministry,
c) it complies with the conditions subject to a special rule,60d)
d) it complies, in a due and timely manner, with the obligations arising from the customs rules and tax rules; compliance with this condition shall not be reviewed by the customs office in the case of local taxes subject to a special rule.60e)

(4) The obligation referred to in paragraph 3(c) shall be considered met, provided the person has been granted a status of an approved economic operator for simplified procedures, and the effect of this authorisation has not been suspended or this authorisation invalidated at the time of decision-making concerning the request for approval to be a guarantor.

(5) If the person to be approved as a guarantor under paragraph 3, is the Export-Import Bank of the Slovak Republic,60f) the condition referred to in paragraph 3(a) shall be considered met and compliance with the condition under paragraph 3(b) shall not be required.

(6) The request referred to in paragraph 3 shall be filed by a person to the customs office in the territorial perimeter of which the person is permanently residing, conducting business or seated.

(7) Compliance with the condition under paragraph 3(a) shall be assessed by the customs office based on the documents proving the condition of assets, in particular based on account statements and financial statements.



(8) If the person to be approved as a guarantor complies with the conditions under paragraph 3, the customs office shall issue a decision approving such person as a guarantor. In the decision, it shall determine the conditions under which such person can provide guarantee, and the amount up to which it provides the guarantee. Provided the person does not meet the conditions under paragraph 3, the customs office shall reject the request. If the customs office rejects the request, a new request may be filed only after the lapse of 12 months from the date on which this decision has become final.

(9) The person to whom the customs office has filed the decision approving such person as a guarantor is obliged to inform, without undue delay, the customs office which has issued the decision of any fact that could affect the fulfilment of conditions under paragraph 3 or of conditions determined in the decision under paragraph 8.

(10) The customs office shall invalidate the decision under paragraph 8 approving the person as a guarantor, provided such person no longer meets any of the conditions referred to in paragraph 3 or the conditions determined in the decision under paragraph 8 or if the person itself asks for the invalidation thereof. The invalidation of the decision under the first sentence shall also invalidate the approval of any letter of guarantee issued by the guarantor affected by such decision.

(11) The person referred to in paragraph 2 is obliged to present to the Financial Directorate in writing the list of natural persons authorised to act on its behalf for the purposes of the guarantee, including the conditions for signing.  Any alteration of such data must be notified, without undue delay, by the person referred to in paragraph 2 to the Financial Directorate.  The list of natural persons under the first sentence shall contain personal data to the extent of academic degree, name, surname and function of the party concerned, his/her specimen signature, phone number and e-mail address, and it must be signed by a person presenting such list.

(12) The obligation under paragraph 11 of the second sentence shall expire by
a) delivery of a written notification to the Financial Directorate that the person referred to in paragraph 2(a) shall not issue new letters of guarantee; if, subsequently, such person issues a letter of guarantee, paragraph 11 shall apply,
b) entry into force of the decision under paragraph 10.

(13) If the customs office approves the letter of guarantee, it shall indicate this fact therein. Acceptance of a letter of guarantee shall give rise to a guarantor's undertaking.

(14) From the date of effect of the decision issued under paragraph 10, the customs office shall not approve, under paragraph 13, any new letter of guarantee issued by the guarantor affected by such decision.

(15) If the customs office issues a decision under paragraph 10, other invalidation of approval of the letter of guarantee or termination of the letter of guarantee takes place, the customs office is obliged to inform of the same the holder of the comprehensive guarantee where the party concerned is the guarantor, without undue delay after notification of such decision to the guarantor or after delivery of the guarantor’s notice to the customs office; the holder of the comprehensive guarantee is obliged to prove other guarantee for the customs debt which incurs or could incur, not later than by the date of effect of invalidation of the approval of the letter of guarantee or the termination of the guarantor.

Section 56
Right of Retention

In order to provide a security for the arrears in the customs debt, fine or other payment assessed or imposed by the customs office, the customs office may retain goods or other articles, even if it is obliged to hand over the goods or


other articles; provisions of a special rule61) shall apply mutatis mutandis.  This shall be without prejudice to the provisions of Section 64.

Section 56a

In order to provide a security for its claim, the customs office may establish customs lien on articles and rights of the debtor and the guarantor. Provisions of a special rule,61a) shall apply mutatis mutandis to the establishment of customs lien and to the actions relating to the customs lien.

Section 56b Rounding of Customs Duties

The duty determined shall be rounded down to euro cents up to EUR 0.005 and up from and including EUR 0.005.

Section 57
Negligible Amounts

(1) The customs office shall not notify a customs debt on the import or a customs debt on the export, provided the customs debt incurs due to the failure to meet an obligation or non-compliance with a condition subject to a special rule,61aa) and the amount of the customs debt to be notified is less than ten euros in the particular case.

(2) The customs office shall not notify a customs debt on the import or a customs debt on the export in the event of an additional assessment of the customs debt and the amount of the customs debt to be additionally notified is less than ten euros in the particular case.

(3) If the customs office acts in line with paragraph 1 or paragraph 2, it shall notify neither the value added tax and excise duties on the import, provided the sum of these payments does not exceed the amount of ten euros.

Section 58
Date of Payment

(1) The date of payment shall mean
a) as for wire transfers from accounts in a bank or foreign bank branch, the date of debiting from the account of the debtor or other person making the payment,
b) as for cash payments, the date of receipt or takeover of the cash by a bank, foreign bank branch, postal company or other authorised person,
c) as for the use of amount overpaid in customs payment under Section 60a, the date of occurrence of such overpaid amount.

(2) A bank and a foreign bank branch are obliged to transfer the payments to the relevant accounts of the customs office always not later than on the next working day after the payment has been made from the account of the debtor or other person making the payment, or after receipt of cash to the credit of the customs office’s account. If the payment is made via a postal payment system, the postal company is obliged to effect intermediation of crediting of the payment to the customs office’s account in the relevant bank not later than on the second working day after the date of receipt of the payment. If the customs office’s account held with a bank or foreign bank branch other than the one where the account of the debtor or other person who has made the payment from which the payment is made, the bank or foreign bank branch making the payment are obliged to transfer the amount being paid to the bank or foreign bank branch where the customs office’s account is held, within a deadline under the first sentence. The same procedure shall apply to cash payments received to the credit of customs offices’ accounts. A bank or foreign bank branch where the customs office’s accounts are held shall credit them with payments so transferred not later than on the next working day after it became authorised to dispose of such funds. At the same time, the bank, foreign bank branch and the postal company are obliged to inform the customs office of the date of debiting of the payment from the account of the debtor or other person who has made the payment. In the event of non-compliance with these deadlines, the party concerned is obliged to pay the customs office interest amounting to the interest on late payment subject to a special rule.61ab)

Section 59
Interest on Late Payment

(1) The customs office shall determine interest on late payment for each day of delay including the date of payment of the customs debt.

(2) Interest on later payment shall mean the interest and charges of the customs debt.

(3) The interest on late payment determined shall be rounded down to euro cents up to EUR 0.005 and up from and including EUR 0.005.

Section 59a
Interest on Late Payment in Provision of International Assistance for Recovery of Claims

(1) If a person subject to a special rule61b) fails to pay the customs debt to a Member State referred to in a special rule,61d) not later than on the day preceding the date of delivery of a complete application for recovery of claim,61c), the customs office shall charge such person with interest on late payment.

(2) The customs office shall determine interest on late payment for each day of delay, starting from the date of delivery of a complete application for recovery of claim,61c) until and including the date of payment of the customs debt.

Section 60
Limitation Period

(1) The right to collect and recover arrears in the customs debt, arrears in fines and other payments determined and imposed under the customs rules shall expire ten years from the end of the year when the arrears became due.

(2) If an action leading towards the collection or recovery of arrears under paragraph 1 is carried out, a new limitation period shall start by the lapse of the year when the debtor was informed of such action. The right to recover arrears shall expire not later than 20 years from the end of the year when the arrears became due.

(3) Limitation period shall be taken into account only if objected so by the debtor and only to the extent of the objections raised.

(4) Actions to recover arrears shall include also a written reminder to pay the customs debt delivered to the debtor.

Section 60a Overpaid Amount

(1) An overpaid amount is the amount of payment exceeding the due customs duty, fine, other payments determined or imposed under the customs rules, value added tax or excise duty on the import for the payment of which it has been used.

(2) The customs office shall use the overpaid amount to settle the debtor’s arrears in other due payment recorded by the customs office, in the following order:
a) arrears in customs duties,
b) cost of enforcement and cash expenses,61g)
c) arrears in fines or other payments determined or imposed under the customs rules or tax rules, arrears in value added tax and excise duty.

(3) If the overpaid amount is not sufficient to settle all of the due payments of the same order under paragraph 2, it shall be used for payment thereof in the order starting with the oldest due date. If there are more due payments of the same order under paragraph 2 with identical due dates and the overpaid amount is not sufficient to settle all of such payments, the overpaid amount shall be used for payment thereof in ascending order based on their amount.

(4) If the customs office records no due payment referred to in paragraph 2, or if the entire overpaid amount is not used for settlement of arrears in the due amount referred to in paragraph 2, the overpaid amount or the remaining amount thereof may be used for settlement of due payments referred to in paragraph 2 recorded by other customs offices; paragraphs 2 and 3 shall apply accordingly. If no customs office records a due payment referred to in paragraph 2, or if the entire overpaid amount or the remaining amount thereof are not used for settlement of due payment referred to in paragraph 2 recorded by other customs offices, the entire overpaid amount or the remaining amount thereof may be used for settlement of tax arrears, due tax advance payment and arrears in other payments recorded by the tax office with respect to the debtor, and the provisions of a special rule,61h) shall apply mutatis mutandis.

(5) The customs office shall inform the debtor that the overpaid amount or part thereof have been used for settlement of arrears in other due payment referred to in paragraph 2 or paragraph 4; if the amount of the payment under paragraph 1 is paid by other person in lieu of the debtor, the customs office shall inform also this person of the use of the overpaid amount or part thereof.  In the notification, the customs office shall indicate the due payments and amounts thereof which have been settled from the overpaid amount.

(6) The customs office shall refund the overpaid amount or the remaining amount thereof which have not been used under paragraph 2 or paragraph 4 to the debtor, at its request. The customs office shall refund the overpaid amount or the remaining amount thereof immediately, however, not later than within 60 days from the date of delivery of the request for refund. If the amount of the payment under paragraph 1 is paid by other person in lieu of the debtor, the customs office shall inform also this person of the refund of the overpaid amount or the remaining amount thereof to the debtor. If the customs office complies with the request for refund of the overpaid amount or the remaining amount thereof in full, it shall issue no written decision on the same.

(7) If the customs office fails to refund the overpaid amount or the remaining amount thereof within a deadline under paragraph 6, it is obliged to pay interest to the debtor; a special rule, 61i) shall apply mutatis mutandis to the calculation of the interest and to the maturity thereof. If the customs office records arrears with respect to a person to whom it is obliged to pay interest, it shall use the amount of the interest under paragraphs 2 and 3 within the deadline for payment of the interest.

(8) The overpaid amount or the remaining amount thereof shall not be refunded after the lapse of five years from the date of settlement of the payment; such overpaid amount or the remaining amount thereof shall constitute income of the national budget.

(9) If the amount of the payment under paragraph 1 is paid by a guarantor and such amount cannot be used for settlement of other arrears guaranteed by the guarantor, the customs office shall refund such amount to the guarantor; Paragraphs 6 to 8 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the refund of the overpaid amount to the guarantor.

Section 61
Recovery of Arrears

(1) If the customs debt, fines and other payments determined and imposed under the customs rules are not paid within their maturity,62), the customs office may commence recovering the arrears in customs enforcement procedure.

(2) Customs enforcement procedure shall mean a procedure of the customs office where customs debt, fines and other payments are recovered. Save as otherwise provided for in paragraph 3, a special rule, 63) shall apply mutatis mutandis to the recovery under paragraph 1 and to actions related to the recovery.

(3) The enforcement order based on which the customs enforcement procedure may be initiated shall mean an enforceable decision determining or imposing customs debt, fines or other payments determined and imposed under the customs rules.

Section 61a

(1) If the customs office discovers that the outstanding amounts corresponding to the prescribed own resources entitlements of the Union,63a) cannot be collected on grounds referred to in a special rule,63b), it shall issue, under the conditions set out in such special rule, a decision under which the amounts corresponding to the prescribed own resources entitlements of the Union,63a) are declared irrecoverable.

(2) Decision under paragraph 1 shall not be delivered and it shall become final on the date of issuance thereof.  Such decision cannot be appealed.

Special Regulation for Bankruptcy and Restructuring

Section 62
Filing of Customs Claims

(1) For the purposes of bankruptcy and restructuring,64),
a) customs claim shall mean
1. outstanding import duties corresponding to the customs debt incurred subject to a special rule;65) this shall apply also to a customs claim incurred otherwise than by receipt of the customs declaration or which has not been determined by the customs office,
2. a fine and forfeiture of goods imposed by the customs office on the debtor in the procedure concerning customs tort/delict prior to the declaration of bankruptcy or prior to the authorisation of restructuring,
3. interest and additionally determined amount of import duties in relation to a customs claim where the customs debt incurred prior to the declaration of bankruptcy or prior to the authorisation of restructuring, and which have not been determined until the declaration of bankruptcy or until the authorisation of restructuring, provided the customs office could determine them until the declaration of bankruptcy or until the authorisation of restructuring,
b) duty liability shall mean import duties to the refund of which the debtor is legally entitled under this Act or under a special rule1), even if the debtor does not enforce this entitlement,
c) customs claim incurred prior to the declaration of bankruptcy or prior to the authorisation of restructuring shall mean a customs claim where the customs debt incurred prior to the declaration of bankruptcy or prior to the authorisation of restructuring,
d) customs claim or duty liability incurred after the declaration of bankruptcy or after the authorisation of restructuring,64) shall mean the customs claim not referred to in letter (c) or the duty liability not referred to in paragraph 2.

(2) Provisions of paragraph 1(c) shall apply mutatis mutandis also the duty liability incurred prior to the declaration of bankruptcy or prior to the authorisation of restructuring.

(3) In bankruptcy, the customs office shall enforce the customs claim incurred prior to the declaration of bankruptcy even without a prior assessment.  The same shall apply to the customs claim incurred based on a post-clearance control exercised after the declaration of bankruptcy.

(4) In restructuring, the customs office shall enforce the customs claim incurred prior to the authorisation of restructuring even without a prior assessment.  The same shall apply to the customs claim incurred based on a post-clearance control exercised after the authorisation of restructuring.

(5) After the declaration of bankruptcy or after the authorisation of restructuring, the customs office shall file the customs claim in a manner and within a deadline prescribed in a special rule.67)

(6) In bankruptcy or in restructuring, the customs claim where the customs debt incurred prior to the declaration of bankruptcy or prior to the authorisation of restructuring, or those amounts thereof which
a) the customs office has not filed under paragraph 5, or
b) have not been successfully applied in bankruptcy and in restructuring, may not be satisfied.

Section 63
Effects of Declaration of Bankruptcy and Authorisation of Restructuring

(1) If bankruptcy is declared with respect to the debtor or if the debtor’s restructuring is authorised by court, the customs clearance shall not be suspended from the declaration of bankruptcy until cancellation of bankruptcy or after the authorisation of restructuring. This shall not apply to the customs enforcement procedure concerning customs claims. In the period from the declaration of bankruptcy until cancellation of bankruptcy, no customs enforcement procedure may be initiated in relation to a customs claim where the customs debt occurred prior to declaration of bankruptcy, or to a customs claim where the customs debt occurred after declaration of bankruptcy.

(2) Declaration of bankruptcy shall make the outstanding customs claim due. The customs office shall, as a priority, satisfy the claim from a guarantee for customs debt, provided a security is provided for the customs debt. Declaration of bankruptcy shall render also the outstanding duty liability due. In the period from the declaration of bankruptcy until cancellation of bankruptcy, the deadlines prescribed for limitation periods or for cessation of the customs claim and duty liability shall not lapse.

(3) In the period from the declaration of bankruptcy until cancellation of bankruptcy, no entitlement to interest shall arise and the customs office may not determine any interest, save for the compensatory interest.  From the authorisation of restructuring, no entitlement to interest considered customs claim incurred prior to the authorisation of restructuring shall arise and the customs office may not determine such interest.  Customs offices apply interest only for the period until the declaration of bankruptcy and as a part of the outstanding amount of import duties constituting the customs claim.

(4) In a customs clearance, in the period from the declaration of bankruptcy until cancellation of bankruptcy, the receiver in bankruptcy procedure shall become a party to the customs clearance in lieu of the debtor. In the period from the declaration of bankruptcy until cancellation of bankruptcy, all provision of this Act and of other customs rules governing the status of a declarant and debtor shall apply mutatis mutandis to the receiver in bankruptcy procedure. Customs declaration and other documents which are presented in the customs clearance under this Act or under a special law and which are important for the determination of the customs debt or for the obligations of other legal persons or natural persons, issued by the receiver in bankruptcy procedure in lieu of the debtor, shall be considered a document issued by the debtor.  For the purposes of determination of the rights and obligations of the debtor or other natural persons or legal persons, legal actions of the receiver in bankruptcy procedure in relation to other natural persons and legal persons or payments of the receiver in bankruptcy procedure provided to other natural persons and legal persons when disposing of the assets in bankruptcy shall hereunder mean legal actions or payments of the debtor; received payments shall be considered accordingly.

(5) In the period from the declaration of bankruptcy until cancellation of bankruptcy, the mutual offset of the customs claim and duty liability shall be precluded.

Section 64
Seizure of Goods or Articles

(1) The customs office may seize the goods or articles
a) if they are necessarily required for proving the facts important for a due exercise of customs supervision or if directly used in relation to the goods or articles with respect to which such facts are being established,
b) for the purposes of hearing regarding a customs offence or customs tort/delict if it may be reasonably assumed that they have been used for committing
1. customs offence or were acquired through a customs offence or were acquired instead of goods or articles that were acquired through the customs offence,
2. customs tort/delict or were acquired through a customs tort/delict or were acquired instead of goods or articles that were acquired through the customs tort/delict,
c) in the event of goods in temporary storage and if the actions required for granting of the customs-approved treatment or use have not been performed within a deadline prescribed in a special rule,68)
d) provided goods are not collected within a reasonable period following placing of the goods under a given customs procedure or they cannot be placed under a given customs procedure on grounds prescribed in a special rule,69)
e) in other cases, provided the customs rules instruct the customs office to adopt necessary measures.

(2) The customs office can seize the goods or articles under paragraph 1 irrespective of the third-party rights.

(3) The customs office shall issue a decision on the seizure of goods or articles and deliver the same for the attention of the person whose goods or articles it has seized. Such decision may be appealed within 15 days from the date of delivery of such decision.

(4) The decision on seizure of goods or articles shall include the reasons due to which the goods or articles are being seized and, depending on the nature of the case, information concerning the rights and obligations of the person who may be affected by the decision. The decision shall also contain information concerning the consequences of non-compliance with the obligation.

(5) The person to whom the decision on seizure of goods or articles has been delivered is obliged to hand over the goods or articles to the customs office or sustain other measures if considered sufficient by the customs office for achieving the purpose of the seizure.

(6) If it fails to hand over the seized goods or articles at the request of the customs office, such goods or articles may be withdrawn from the person requested.

(7) Official record on the handover or withdrawal of seized goods or articles shall be prepared, containing also the description of the seized goods or articles. The person who has handed over the goods or articles or who has been withdrawn its goods or articles shall prepare confirmation on handover or withdrawal of the goods or articles for the customs office.

(8) If the seized goods or articles are no longer required for further procedure and if their forfeiture or confiscation in a procedure concerning customs offence or in a procedure concerning customs tort/delict or sale under Section 67 are out of question, they shall be returned to the person from which such goods or articles have been withdrawn; this shall be without prejudice to the provision of Section 56.

(9) The customs office shall not hand over seized goods or articles under paragraph 8 if in doubt as to the right of the person to such goods or articles. If the right to the goods or articles is enforced by a person other than the person who has been seized its goods or articles, the customs office shall hand such goods or articles to the owner of the goods or articles or to their authorised holder whose right to the goods or articles is unquestionable. If such person does not exist, the customs office shall not hand over the goods or articles, notifying this fact in writing to the party enforcing its right to handover of the goods or articles, and recommending such party to enforce its ownership title or other right to the goods or articles at a competent court within 60 days from the date of delivery of the notification. If the person who is the owner of the goods or articles or their authorised holder fails to take over, despite the call, the goods or articles within a deadline referred to in such call or the person who claims the goods or articles fails to assert such claim at a competent court within a deadline under the preceding sentence, the goods or articles shall become the property of the state.

Disposal of Goods

Section 65

(1) If the owner of the goods or articles, the person authorised to dispose of the goods or articles or the person holding the seized the goods or articles at the time of the seizure fail to remove, within a deadline determined by the customs office, the grounds which have led to the seizure of the goods or article under Section 64(1)(c), the customs office shall be entitled to sell such goods or articles.

(2) If the owner of the goods or articles, the person authorised to dispose of the goods or articles or the person holding the seized the goods or articles at the time of the seizure fail to remove, within a deadline determined by the customs office, the doubts or grounds which have led to the seizure of the goods or article under Section 64(1)(a), (d) and (e), the customs office shall issue a decision on the confiscation of the goods or articles, provided the confiscation may not be decided upon in a procedure concerning customs offence or in a procedure concerning customs tort/delict, or the customs office shall issue a decision on the forfeiture of the goods or articles to the state.  An appeal lodged against these decisions shall have suspensive effect.

(3) If a person other than the persons under paragraphs 1 and 2 claims its right to the seized goods or articles, the customs office shall have the right to sell the goods or issue a decision on the forfeiture or confiscation of goods or articles not earlier than after the lapse of the period prescribed in Section 64(9) in vain.

Section 66

(1) If the customs office shall have the right, under the customs rules, to sell the goods, it may withdraw such goods from the holder or prohibit disposal of such goods; provisions of Section 69 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the sale of such goods. The customs office may even destroy such goods.

(2) If required so by the circumstances, the customs office may sell perishable goods in temporary storage; the same applies also if there is a threat of diminished value of the goods in temporary storage or if the preservation of such goods, care for such goods or maintenance in good condition are associated with unreasonable costs or if it would be unreasonably difficult.

(3) If, taking into account the circumstances of the case, the sale of goods is not possible, in particular if the goods may not be sold, the goods in temporary storage may be donated for charitable purposes in line with the relevant provisions of a special rule.70)

(4) Sale of the goods in temporary storage shall be inadmissible if it would endanger the life or health of people or animals, or if it could have adverse impact on the environment.

(5) Disposal of goods under paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be notified by the customs office to the relevant persons. Such goods shall be handed over to the acquirer only after assignment of a customs-approved treatment.

(6) If the customs office cannot dispose of the goods in a manner under paragraphs 2 and 3, it may destroy such goods.

Section 67

If a fine imposed based on an enforceable decision on customs offence or on customs tort/delict is not paid within 30 days from the date on which the decision became enforceable, the customs office shall sell the goods or articles seized under Section 64(1)(b), which have forfeited or have not been confiscated in favour of the state, for the purposes of reimbursement thereof.

Section 67a

As a priority, the customs debt and interest, cost of procedure, cost of storage and the fine imposed under this Act or subject to special rules,5) shall be reimbursed from the proceeds from sale of the goods or articles. The rest of the proceeds shall be paid by the customs office to the authorised person. If such person fails to apply within three years from the date of sale of the goods or articles, the rest of the proceeds from sale shall be forfeited in favour of the state.

Section 69
Administration of State’s Property

(1) Save as otherwise provided for in a special rule70a), the customs office shall exercise administration of property of the state with respect to the goods or articles
a) where forfeiture of goods or articles has been declared or which have been confiscated in a procedure concerning customs offences or in a procedure concerning customs torts/delicts,
b) where forfeiture of articles has been declared or which have been confiscated in criminal procedure concerning crimes committed on the import, export or transit of the goods,
c) which have been abandoned to the state or in the case of goods or articles where the state has acquired the ownership title subject to a special rule,71) if subject to customs supervision,
d) which have forfeited to the state or have been confiscated under Section 65(2), or which became the property of the state under Section 64(9).

(2) Under the conditions in accordance with the customs rules, the customs office shall have the right to sell the goods or articles referred to in paragraph 1.

(3) Save as otherwise provided for herein, procedure subject to a special rule72) shall apply to the disposal of property of the state under paragraphs 1 and 2.

(4) If the goods or articles referred to in paragraph 1 are not disposed of in a manner under paragraph 2, the customs office may, under the conditions in accordance with the customs rules, transfer the administration or ownership title free of charge to a social services facility,74) medical facility,75) pre-school facility or school,76) non-profit organisation, 77) or other legal person - non-entrepreneur,12) provided such entity has been provably providing care in social services facilities or in medical facilities or providing for education and training in pre-school facilities or schools during at least one year. For these purposes, the Financial Directorate publishes offers concerning the goods or articles referred to in paragraph 1 on its website.

(5) The customs office shall have the right to sell the goods or articles referred to in paragraph 1 immediately, provided the subject of sale are perishable goods or articles or live animals. In the case of protected plants, protected animals and specimen, the customs office can sell them only with the consent of the Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic.

(6) The customs office shall sell the goods or articles under paragraph 2 usually at an auction, acting subject to a special rule.78) If the sale of goods or articles at an auction is not possible or suitable, the customs office may sell the goods or articles otherwise.

(7) Goods or articles which cannot be sold or used for medical, veterinary, phytosanitary, security, ethical or other reasons shall be disposed of by the customs office in a manner set out in a special rule.79)

(8) As a priority, the customs debt and interest, cost of procedure, cost of storage and the fine imposed under this Act or subject to a special rule,5) shall be reimbursed from the proceeds from sale of the goods or articles.

(9) If the disposal of goods or articles referred to in paragraph 1 in a manner under paragraphs 2, 4 and 5 is not possible or suitable, the customs office can destroy such goods or articles, provided the costs of the destruction do not exceed the costs of compliance with the conditions under a special rule73) and save as otherwise provided for in a special law.

Liability for Infringement of Customs Rules

Section 70
Customs Tort/Delict

Customs tort/delict is an action or omission of a natural person - entrepreneur or a legal personperson by which it has infringed the customs rules in a manner under Section 72(1) (hereinafter referred to as the “infringer”).

Section 71
Customs Offence

(1) Customs offence shall mean a culpable act or omission of a natural person,80) infringing the customs rules in a manner referred to in Section 72(1).

(2) General rule on offences,81) shall apply to offences and hearing thereof, save as otherwise provided for herein.

Section 72

(1) Customs tort/delict or customs offence is committed by a person who
a) imports or exports goods illegally,
b) includes incorrect data about the goods subject to customs supervision,
c) causes issuance of an authorisation by the relevant customs authority based on false, altered or counterfeit documents, or based on incorrect or false data,
d) causes release of the goods for such person based on false, altered or counterfeit documents, or based on incorrect or false data,
e) fails to comply with the conditions prescribed for the goods
1. placed under a special customs procedure,
2. placed under the export customs procedure,
3. released for free circulation with duty relief for imports,
4. seized for hearing of a customs offence or customs tort/delict,
5. in temporary storage;
6. places under the free zone customs procedure or
7. on which lien has been established,
f) illegally withdraws the goods beyond customs supervision or participates in such withdrawal,


g) presents the customs authority with counterfeit documents on the imported or exported goods or on goods in transit,
h) holds goods which has escaped customs supervision,
i) breaches the customs sealing devices,
j) includes incorrect, false or incomplete data in the application presented to the customs authority, or presents altered or counterfeit documents together with such application,
k) includes incorrect data in the application for certificate of origin of the goods, or certifies the origin of the goods contrary to the international treaty,
l) fails to comply with a customs officer’s request or otherwise prevents the customs officer in the discharge of his/her duties,
m) fails to comply with a customs authority’s request,
n) fails to comply with the reporting obligation under Section 4(2),
o) imports, exports or transports rough diamonds contrary to the customs rules or to a special rule,3c)
p) damages the containers transporting rough diamonds or breaches their closures,
r) infringes the obligation subject to a special rule,81a) with respect to goods under customs supervision,
s) fails to comply with the conditions and requirements referred to in the authorisation or confirmation issued subject to a special rule,81b) with respect to goods under customs supervision,
t) otherwise infringes the customs rules.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 1, customs sealing device shall mean a seal, stamp, sign or other means ensuring identification of goods in means of transport, containers, packing, and rooms so that the goods cannot be taken out from them or put into them without visible traces of damage to the secured premises or to the customs sealing device.

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 1, illegal import and export of goods shall mean the import and export of goods effected contrary to the provisions of a special rule.82)

Sanctions for Customs Tort/Delict

Section 73
The customs office may impose the following sanctions for a customs tort/delict:
a) fine,
b) forfeiture of goods or articles.

Section 74

(1) Depending on the gravity of the infringement of customs rules, a fine of up to EUR 99,581.75 may be imposed for a customs tort/delict; in the case of a customs tort/delict under Section 72(1)(o), a fine of up to EUR 331,939.18.

(2) A fine imposed for a customs tort/delict shall be payable within 30 days from the date on which the decision imposing the same has become final.

Section 75

(1) Forfeiture of goods or articles may be imposed if the goods or articles owned by the infringer have been used or treated to commit a customs tort/delict or acquired by a customs tort/delict, or acquired instead of goods acquired through a customs tort/delict; in the case of a customs tort/delict under Section 72(1)(r), the customs office shall always impose forfeiture of the goods or articles.

(2) Forfeiture of goods or articles may not be imposed if the value of the goods or articles is significantly disproportionate to the nature of the customs tort/delict, save for the customs tort/delict under Section 72(1)(r).

(3) The state shall become the owner of the forfeited goods or articles.

(4) Forfeiture of goods or articles may be imposed separately or together with a fine.

Section 76

(1) A fine or forfeiture of goods or articles may be imposed on the infringer within two years from the date on which the customs office discovered that such person has infringed or failed to comply with an obligation imposed by the customs rules, however, not later than within six years from the date of infringement or non-compliance with the obligation.

(2) Lapse of the period under paragraph 1 shall be suspended from the date of bringing an action to the court until the date on which the court’s decision concerning this issue has become final.

Section 77

(1) The customs office may decide on the confiscation of goods or articles, provided the goods or articles are not owned by the infringer or if the infringer is unknown, and if required by security of the persons or property or by other public interest; in the event of a customs tort/delict under Section 72(1)(r), the customs office shall always decide on the confiscation of goods or articles.

(2) Confiscation of goods or articles may not be decided upon if six years have lapsed since the customs tort/delict has been committed.

(3) The state shall become the owner of the confiscated goods or articles.

Section 78

(1) Customs tort/delict shall be heard by the customs office in the territorial perimeter of which the infringer permanently resides or is seated.

(2) Provided the infringer does not have permanent residence or seat in the Slovak Republic, the customs tort/delict shall be heard by the customs office in the territorial perimeter of which the customs tort/delict has been committed or discovered.

(3) The infringer towards whom the customs office declared a verdict on infringement of customs rules by means of a final decision is obliged to reimburse the state for costs associated with hearing of the customs tort/delict at a flat rate of EUR 33.19.

(4) The costs of the procedure shall be payable within the maturity of the fine under Section 74(2).

Section 79

Proceeds from fines imposed due to customs torts/delicts shall constitute income of the national budget.

Sanctions for Customs Offence

Section 80

(1) The customs office may impose the following sanctions for a customs offence:
a) reprimand in the case of a customs offence under Section 72(1)(l),
b) fine,
c) forfeiture of goods or articles.

(2) Depending on the gravity of the infringement of customs rules, a fine of up to EUR 3,319.39 may be imposed for a customs offence; in the case of a customs offence under Section 72(1)(o), a fine of up to EUR 33,193.91.

(3) In summary procedure, a fine up to EUR 1,659.69 may be imposed.

(4) In ticket procedure, a fine up to EUR 331.93 may be imposed.

Section 81

A fine imposed for a customs offence shall be payable within 30 days from the date on which the decision imposing the same has become final.

Section 82

(1) The customs offence shall be heard by the customs office in the territorial perimeter of which the customs offence has been discovered, even if committed in the territorial perimeter of other customs office.

(2) The customs office competent to hear the customs offence may refer the customs offence for hearing to the customs office in the territorial perimeter of which the natural person who has committed the customs offence permanently resides or permanently lives.

Section 83

(1) Forfeiture of goods or articles may be imposed if the goods or articles are owned by a natural person who has committed a customs offence and the goods or articles have been
a) used or treated to commit a customs offence,
b) acquired through a customs offence or acquired instead of goods that were acquired through the customs offence.

(2) For a customs offence under Section 72(1)(r), the customs office shall always impose the forfeiture of goods or articles.

(3) Forfeiture of goods or articles may not be imposed if the value of the goods or articles is significantly disproportionate to the nature of the customs offence, save for the customs offence under Section 72(1)(r).

(4) The state shall become the owner of the forfeited goods or articles.

(5) Forfeiture of goods or articles may be imposed separately or together with a fine.

Section 84

Proceeds from fines imposed due to customs offences shall constitute income of the national budget.

Section 84a

In the case of a customs offence under Section 72(1)(r), the customs office shall decide on the confiscation of goods or articles, provided the goods or articles are not owned by the natural person who has committed the customs offence or if such person is unknown.

Section 84b
Special Provisions on Liability for Infringement of Customs Rules Caused by Presenting Incorrect Data or False Data

(1) If a declarant commits a customs tort/delict or customs offence by presenting incorrect data or false data based on which goods have been placed under a customs procedure or for re-export, the maximum fine under Section 74(1) and Section 80(2) shall be reduced to one tenth if the declarant itself discloses presenting of incorrect data or false data to the customs office which has decided on the release of the goods.

(2) If a declarant commits a customs tort/delict or customs offence by presenting incorrect data in a temporary storage declaration, entry summary declaration, exit summary declaration, re-export declaration or re-export notification, the maximum fine under Section 74(1) and Section 80(2) shall be reduced to one tenth if the declarant itself discloses presenting of incorrect data to the customs office which has accepted them.

(3) If an applicant commits a customs tort/delict or customs offence by presenting incorrect data or false data based on which the customs office has issued an authorisation under the customs rules, the maximum fine under Section 74(1) and Section 80(2) shall be reduced to one tenth if the declarant itself discloses presenting of incorrect data or false data to the customs office which has issued the authorisation.

(4) Reduction of the maximum fine under paragraphs 1 to 3 shall not apply, provided
a) a declarant or applicant have made the disclosure once the customs office has discovered that the data are incorrect or false in its own working or from other sources,
b) a declarant has made the disclosure after being informed in writing by the customs office of the commencement of a post-clearance control,
c) a declarant or applicant have been imposed a sanction for committing a customs tort/delict or customs offence by presenting incorrect data or false data three times by means of a final decision in the last 12 months preceding the commitment of the customs tort/delict or customs offence, or
d) the circumstances of the case imply that the declarant or applicant have presented the incorrect data or false data intentionally.

Common, Transitional and Final Provisions

Section 85

(1) General rule on administrative procedure,25) shall apply to the procedure hereunder or under a special rule83), save as otherwise provided for herein or in a special rule,83).

(2) If permanent derogation or temporary derogation from the obligation under a special rule,83aa) applies, the action shall be made and decision issued in paper form.

(3) Temporary representative or indirect representative shall prove his/her authorisation to act as a representative by presenting a written power of attorney or contract.83ab)

(4) If this Act prescribes a written form of a decision or action, it shall mean an electronic form or paper form.

(5) Written decisions issued hereunder or under a special rule83ac), save for decisions on imposition of sanction for a customs offence or customs tort/delict, do not have to contain the reasons and information concerning appeal, save as otherwise provided for herein or in a special rule,83ad).

(6) The debtor shall be a party to the administrative procedure concerning the assessment of customs debt or additional assessment of customs debt.83a)

(7) Verdict of the decision on the assessment of customs debt or verdict of the decision on the additional assessment of customs debt shall contain decision in the case, specifying the amount of the customs debt which is to be collected or which remains for collection, and which has been assessed and recorded by the customs office, the debtor, legal facts under which the customs debt incurred, and the moment of occurrence of the debt. At the same time, the customs office shall include in the verdict provisions of a legal rule according to which it made the decision, specifying a deadline for reimbursement of the amount of the customs debt under the customs rules.83b)

(8) If an additional assessment of customs debt is a result of a post-clearance control, the reason for the decision on additional assessment of customs debt may be a reference to the protocol under Section 12(17), if delivered to the person being controlled or if delivered together with such decision.

(9) The deadline for issuance of a decision in a procedure hereunder or under a special rule,83), save for the customs clearance, shall be 90 days from the date of commencement of the procedure, save as otherwise provided for in a special rule,84). If, given the nature of the case, no decision may be made within such deadline, it may be reasonably extended by an appellate body or body competent to decide on the appeal. If the customs office, Financial Directorate or Ministry cannot make a decision within 90 days, they shall inform the party to the procedure of this fact, specifying the grounds.

(10) An appeal filed in good time against a decision on the imposition of sanction for customs offence or for customs tort/delict and against a decision on the confiscation shall have suspensive effect.

Section 86

(1) If the applicant for issuance of binding information subject to special rule,30) is a natural person, he/she is obliged to present the Financial Directorate with his/her birth certificate number for the purposes of the issuance of binding information.

(2) If the declarant is a natural person, he/she is obliged to present the customs office with his/her birth certificate number for the purposes of the customs clearance.

Section 87

(1) If the customs authority carries out the duties subject to special rules and save as otherwise provided for in such rules, it shall have the same rights and obligations when carrying out such duties as those in the case of customs supervision. The same shall apply also to the rights and obligations of the parties subject to this supervision.

(2) If tax liability incurs or may incur on the import of goods, the customs rules shall apply to securing of the tax; this shall not apply where a special rule,84a) provides otherwise. If tax liability incurs or may incur on the import of goods, the excise duty must be always secured on the import of goods subject to excise duty; excise duty shall be considered secured also if acting subject to a special rule.85)

Section 87a
If, in relation to the import of goods, the customs office determines customs duties and tax subject to a special rule,53) in one decision, and the outstanding amount is not paid or recovered in full, the paid or recovered amount of the outstanding amount shall be used for payment of the customs duties and tax in the following order:
a) customs duties,
b) value added tax,
c) excise duty.

Section 88
Offset of Claims

(1) If the customs office has a customs claim towards a debtor and the debtor has also a claim towards a national budgetary organisation, these claims may be mutually offset. Such claims shall cease to exist by the offset in the amount in which they overlap, as of the date of delivery of confirmation of offset of the Financial Directorate to the debtor. Customs claim shall mean a customs debt, interest and charges thereof, fines and other payments assessed and imposed under the customs rules.

(2) Only claims that are due and not lapsed may be offset if the amount of the claim exceeds EUR 331.93 in the particular case.

(3) Action of the debtor leading towards offset of claims shall mean the request for offset (hereinafter referred to as the
“request”). The request shall be filed by the debtor at the relevant customs office, and it must contain
a) the business name, seat, identification number of the debtor in the case of a legal person, or the name, surname, birth certificate number and permanent residence address in the case of a natural person,
b) identification of the debtor’s claim towards the national budgetary organisation, which may be offset, specifying its amount, legal grounds of occurrence and specifying the relevant administrator of such liability,
c) identification of the customs claim, specifying the number of the decision disclosing the customs debt, and the customs office which has issued this decision,
d) debtor’s declaration that it requests offset of claims referred to in letters (b) and (c),
e) date and signature of the debtor.

(4) The customs office shall forward the complete request together with confirmation of the amount of the customs claim under paragraph 3(c) to the Financial Directorate.

(5) Actions leading towards offset shall include also request of the Financial Directorate for provision of data by customs offices concerning the existence of customs claims towards the debtor. Customs offices are obliged to provide the required data without undue delay.

(6) The Financial Directorate shall verify the accuracy of data included in the request and ask the relevant liability administrator to confirm that it recognises the liability corresponding to the claim of the debtor. Once the Financial Directorate has the data verified and confirmed by the relevant liability administrator, it shall issue confirmation of offset and deliver it to the debtor, the national budgetary organisation and the relevant customs office; delivery for the attention of the debtor is made. If the Financial Directorate does not offset the debtor’s claim, it shall inform the debtor, the national budgetary organisation and the customs office of this fact.

(7) Following the issuance of confirmation of liability under paragraph 6, the liability administrator shall refrain from actions which could result in alteration of the confirmed data.

(8) If the customs claim ceases to exist by offset in full, the customs office may determine interest on late payment subject to a special rule,85a) only for the period from the day following the due date of the customs claim until the day preceding the date of delivery of the request for offset of the customs claim to the customs office. If the customs claim ceases to exist by offset in part, the first sentence shall apply to the part of the customs claim that ceases to exist by offset when determining the interest on late payment; a provision of a special rule,85a) shall apply to the part of the customs claim not offset.

(9) Provisions of general rules,86) shall not apply to offset hereunder.

Section 89
Assignment of Claim

(1) The customs office may assign to a third party a claim towards the debtor in respect of whom bankruptcy has been declared or who is in liquidation; a claim may not be assigned if it concerns outstanding amounts corresponding to the prescribed own resources entitlements of the Union,63a). A third party may only be a 100% state-owned legal person. Such entity may further assign the claim only to another 100% state-owned legal person or to a legal person established by the Act; procedure under paragraph 3 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the assignor.

(2) The Financial Directorate and the third party shall enter into a written contract on assignment of the claim under paragraph 1.  Such contract shall also include settlement of rights arising from the security of the claim.

(3) The customs office shall inform the debtor and the court that has declared bankruptcy,87) without undue delay of assignment of the claim. If the debtor is in liquidation, the customs office shall inform the debtor and the liquidator of assignment of the claim. If the fulfilment of the assigned claim is secured by lien, guarantee or otherwise, the customs office is obliged to report the assignment of the claim also to the person providing security for the liability.

(4) The right to dispose of the assigned claim shall pass to the third party as of the date on which the contract under paragraph 2 enters into force.  The customs office shall write off the claim from its records as of the date on which the contract under paragraph 2 enters into force.

(5) The customs office is obliged to hand over any and all documents to the third party and to provide it with all the required information concerning the assigned claim.

(6) Payment for assignment of the claim under paragraph 2 shall constitute income of the national budget.

(7) General rule,88) shall not apply to the assignment of claim hereunder.

Section 89b

A customs debt incurred under the rules effective prior to 1 May 2004 and not settled within maturity may be written off by the customs office at its own instigation, provided it is irrecoverable. Irrecoverable arrears shall mean arrears recovered without success from the debtor and from other persons from whom it could have been recovered or if it is clear that the recovery would be unsuccessful or if it is likely that the costs of recovery thereof would exceed the proceeds from the recovery. Identical procedure shall apply if the arrears are not irrecoverable, but the recovery thereof is associated with extraordinary or excessive difficulties.

Section 90

The provisions hereof shall not apply where the international treaty binding the Slovak Republic provides otherwise.

Section 91

(1) The existing rules shall apply to proceedings commenced before the entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Slovak Republic to the European Union.

(2) The deadlines which started to run before the entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Slovak Republic to the European Union as well as the deadlines for exercise of rights subject to existing rules, even where they start to run after the entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Slovak Republic to the European Union, shall be reviewed under the existing rules.

(3) If the customs claim arises before the entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Slovak Republic to the European Union, existing rules shall apply to lodgement of customs claims in bankruptcy or restructuring.

Section 91a

Existing rules shall apply to procedure initiated prior to 1 January 2008.



Section 92

Funds deposited in order to provide a security to cover customs debt before the entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Slovak Republic to the European Union shall be used to pay tax subject to a special rule,89) if the tax is due after the entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Slovak Republic to the European Union with respect to goods placed under a customs procedure before the entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Slovak Republic to the European Union.

Section 92a

The person who has been approved to be a guarantor under the existing rules may grant guarantee in line with the issued decision on approval to be a guarantor and with the conditions set out by the customs office under the existing rules. Within six months from the date of effect hereof, the relevant customs office shall issue a new decision on the approval to be a guarantor, setting out the conditions under Section 55(2) and (3).

Section 92b
Transitional Provision for Amendments Effective from 1 January 2009

If a fact for application of the base rate occurred until 31 December 2008, the base rate under the Act effective until 31 December 2008 shall apply after 31 December 2008.

Section 92c
Transitional Provision for Amendments Effective from 1 July 2013

A subsequent control commenced and not completed under the rules effective prior to 1 July 2013 shall be completed under the rules effective until 30 June 2013.

Section 92d

(1) A person approved to be a guarantor under the existing rules shall be considered a person approved as a guarantor even after the date of commencement of implementation of all Articles of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 October 2013 laying down the Union Customs Code (hereinafter referred to as the “Date of Implementation of the Regulation”).   Such person is obliged to present letters of guarantee under the rules effective from the Date of Implementation of the Regulation. Decision on approval to be a guarantor issued under the existing rules shall expire not later than on 30 April 2017.

(2) If a customs debt is secured, as of the Date of Implementation of the Regulation, by a comprehensive guarantee in the form of cash deposit under the existing rules, such guarantee of the customs debt shall survive the Date of Implementation of the Regulation, however, until not later than 30 April 2017, and Section 54(4) shall not apply.

(3) Provision of Section 53(4) in force from the Date of Implementation of the Regulation shall apply even if the customs debt arises before the Date of Implementation of the Regulation.

(4) Provision of Section 84b shall apply even if the customs tort/delict or customs offence is committed prior to the Date of Implementation of the Regulation.

Section 93
Repealing Provisions

The following shall be repealed:


1. Act No. 238/2001 Coll. Customs Code as amended by Act No. 553/2001 Coll., Act No. 237/2002 Coll., Act No. 529/2002 Coll. and Act No. 464/2003 Coll.,
2. Act No. 59/1997 Coll. on protection against dumping on the import of goods,
3. Decree of the Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic No. 251/2001 implementing certain provisions of the Customs Code as amended by Decree No. 519/2001 Coll. and Decree No. 466/2003 Coll.

Section 93a

Section 268e of Act No. 200/1998 Coll. on state service of customs officers, and amending and supplementing certain acts as amended by Act No. 258/2005 Coll. shall be repealed.

Article IV

Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 145/1995 Coll. on administrative fees as amended by Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 123/1996 Coll., Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 224/1996 Coll., Act No. 70/1997 Coll., Act No. 1/1998 Coll., Act No. 232/1999
Coll.,  Act No. 3/2000 Coll.,  Act No. 142/2000 Coll.,  Act No. 211/2000  Coll., Act No. 468/2000 Coll., Act No. 553/2001 Coll., Act No. 96/2002 Coll., Act No. 118/2002 Coll., Act No. 215/2002  Coll., Act No. 237/2002 Coll.,  Act No. 418/2002  Coll., Act No. 457/2002 Coll., Act No. 465/2002 Coll., Act No. 477/2002 Coll., Act No. 480/2002 Coll., Act No. 190/2003  Coll., Act No. 217/2003 Coll.,  Act No. 245/2003 Coll., Act No. 450/2003 Coll., Act No. 469/2003 Coll., Act No. 583/2003 Coll., and Act No. 5/2004 Coll. shall be amended as follows:
Items 147 and 157 in the tariff of administrative fees shall be deleted.

Article V

This Act shall take effect on the date of the entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Slovak Republic to the European Union.


Rudolf Schuster, in his own handwriting; Pavol Hrušovský, in his own handwriting; Mikuláš Dzurinda in his own handwriting


Annex No. 2 to Act No. 199/2004 Coll.


Course of the customs frontier zone, list of customs routes, customs crossing points, and customs airports

Course of the customs frontier zone
Lekárovce – as the crow flies Brehov – as the crow flies Bracovce – as the crow flies Krásnovce – Belá nad Cirochou – as the crow flies Pichne – as the crow flies Čukalovce.

List of customs routes
Čierna nad Tisou – a section from the customs border to railway station Čierna nad Tisou Maťovské Vojkovce (Maťovce) – a section from the customs border to railway station Maťovce
List of customs crossing points Road customs crossing points – Ubľa

· Vyšné Nemecké

· Veľké Slemence

Railway customs crossing points – Čierna nad Tisou
· Maťovské Vojkovce List of customs airports
1. M. R. Štefánika Bratislava Airport
2. Košice Airport
3. Poprad-Tatry Airport
4. Žilina Airport
5. Piešťany Airport
6. Sliač Airport


1) For instance, Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 of 12 October 1992 establishing the Community Customs Code (Official Journal of the European Communities L 302, 19/10/1992) as amended, Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 2454/93 of 2 July 1993 laying down provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code (Official Journal of the European Communities L 253, 11 October 1993) as amended.
1a) Article 3 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
2) Section 2(1) of Act No. 333/2011 Coll. on state administration authorities in the area of taxes, fees and customs.
2a) Section 3(1)(g) of Act No. 333/2011 Coll.
2aa) Article 5(8) of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 October 2013 laying down the Union Customs Code (recast) (OJ EU L 269, 10 October 2013).
3) Article 48 of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
3a) Article 2(i) of Council Regulation (EC) No. 2368/2002 of 20 December 2002 implementing the Kimberley Process certification scheme for the international trade in rough diamonds (OJ EU Special Edition, 18/Volume 2) as amended.
3b) Section 9 of Act No. 10/2004 Coll. on hallmarking and testing of precious metals (Hallmarking Act). 3c) For instance, Articles 3, 11 and 18 of Council Regulation (EC) No. 2368/2002.
3d) Article 2(2) of Regulation (EC) No. 1889/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 October 2005 on controls of cash entering or leaving the Community (OJ L 309, 25 November 2005).
3e) Article 3(1) of Regulation (EC) No. 1889/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council.
3f) Section 28(2) of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 566/1992 Coll. as amended by Act No. 659/2007 Coll.
Article 12(12.1) of the Protocol on the Statute of the European System of Central Banks and the European Central Bank (OJ EU C 321E, 29 December 2006).
Article 111(1)-(3) of the Treaty Establishing the European Community as amended (OJ EU C 321E, 29 December 2006).".
4) Section 4(1) of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 171/1993 Coll. on the Police Force as amended.
4a) Act No. 652/2004 Coll. as amended.
4b) For instance, Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1275/2008 of 17 December 2008 implementing Directive 2005/32/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council with regard to ecodesign requirements for standby and off mode electric power consumption of electrical and electronic household and office equipment (OJ EU L 339, 18 December 2008) as amended.
4c) Section 21 of Act No. 264/1999 Coll. on technical requirements for products and on conformity assessment, and amending and supplementing certain acts as amended.
4d) Section 20 of Act No. 250/2007 Coll. on consumer protection and on amendment of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 372/1990 Coll. on offences as amended as amended.
4e) Section 20(3)(i) of Act No. 250/2007 Coll. as amended.
4f) Article 29 of Regulation (EC) No. 765/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008, setting out the requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products and repealing Regulation (EEC) No. 339/93 (OJ EU L 218, 13 August 2008).
4g) Article 56 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
4h) Section 20(3)(g) of Act No. 250/2007 Coll. as amended by Act No. 397/2008 Coll.
5) Act No. 264/1999 Coll. on technical requirements for products and on conformity assessment, and amending and supplementing certain acts as amended.
9) For instance, Decree of the Minister of Foreign Affairs No. 157/1964 Coll. on the Vienna agreement on diplomatic relations.


10) Act No. 514/2003 Coll. on liability for damage caused by discharge of public authority and on amendment of certain acts.
10a) Article 51(2) of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
11) Article 51(1) of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
12) Section 2(2) of the Commercial Code.
13) Act No. 483/2001 Coll. on banks, and amending and supplementing certain acts as amended.
14) Section 3(1)(b) item three of Act No. 652/2004 Coll.
16) Act No. 428/2002 Coll. on personal data protection as amended by Act No. 602/2003 Coll. 17) Section 4(2) of Act No. 428/2002 Coll.
18) Section 4(3) of Act No. 428/2002 Coll.
19) Section 2(1) of Act No. 200/1998 Coll. on state service of customs officers, and amending and supplementing certain acts as amended.
20) Section 4(2) of Act No. 652/2004 Coll.
20a) Section 4(3)(v) and Section 5(3)(j) of Act No. 333/2011 Coll. as amended.
21) For instance, Act No. 488/2002 Coll. on veterinary care and on amendment of certain acts as amended by Act No. 245/2003 Coll.
22) Articles 114 to 121 of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1186/2009 of 16 November 2009 setting up a Community system of reliefs from customs duty (codified version) (OJ EU L 324, 10 December 2009).
23) Article 233 of Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 2454/93 as amended.
24) Section 3(2) of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 42/1994 Coll. on civil protection of the population as amended by Act No. 117/1998 Coll.
25) Act No. 71/1967 Coll. on administrative procedure (Administrative Procedure Code) as amended.
26) Article 41 of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1186/2009.
27) Article 563 of Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 2454/93 as amended.
28) Articles 35 to 40 of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1186/2009.
29) Articles 25 to 27 of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1186/2009. 29a) Articles 22 to 37 of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
30) Article 33 of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
31) Article 61(3) of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
32) Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 9/1992 Coll. on Chambers of Commerce and Industry as amended.
34) Article 38(1)(a) and Article 40 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
35) Articles 192 to 194 of Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 2454/93 as amended.
36) Articles 412 to 442a of Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 2454/93 as amended.
37) Section 47 of the Administrative Procedure Code.
38) Act No. 283/2002 Coll. on travel allowances.
39) Article 6(1) of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
40) Articles 32 and 33 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
41) Section 9(8) of Act No. 652/2004 Coll. as amended.
42) Council Regulation (EC) No. 1234/2007 of 22 October 2007 establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products


(Single CMO Regulation) (OJ EU L 299/1, 16 November 2007) as amended.
43) Article 46(1) of Commission Regulation (EC) No. 612/2009 of 7 July 2009, on laying down common detailed rules for the application of the system of export refunds on agricultural products (recast) (OJ EU L 186/1, 17 July 2009).
46) Section 6 of Act No. 543/2007 Coll. on the competence of state administration authorities in providing support for agriculture and rural development.
47) Article 174 of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
48) Article 66 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
49) Article 6(2) of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
49a) Act No. 305/2013 Coll. on the electronic form of governance conducted by public authorities, and amending and supplementing certain acts (e-Government Act) as amended.
49b) Sections 29 to 34 of Act No. 305/2013 Coll. as amended by Act No. 273/2015 Coll.
50) Section 2(1) of Act No. 79/2015 Coll. on waste, and amending and supplementing certain acts. 51) Section 97 of Act No. 79/2015 Coll.
52) Article 103(1) of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
53) For instance, Act No. 222/2004 Coll. on value added tax as amended.
55) For instance, Act No. 455/1991 Coll. on trade licensing (Trade Licensing Act) as amended.
58) Article 107(2)(a) first indent of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1186/2009.
59) Articles 39 and 40 of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1186/2009.
60) Article 102(3) of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
60a) Section 247(2) of the Civil Procedure Code as amended by Act No. 519/1991 Coll. 60b) Sections 62 to 69 of the Administrative Procedure Code.
60c) For instance, Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 233/1995   Coll. on bailiffs and enforcement (Enforcement Procedure Code), and amending and supplementing certain acts as amended.
60d) Article 39(a) of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
60e) Act No. 582/2004 Coll. on local taxes and local charges for municipal and minor construction waste as amended.
60f) Act No. 80/1997 Coll. on the Export-Import Bank of the Slovak Republic as amended.
61) Sections 151s to 151v of the Civil Code.
61a) Sections 81 and 82 of Act No. 563/2009 Coll. on tax administration (Tax Procedure Code), and amending and supplementing certain acts.
61aa) Article 79 and Article 82 of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013. 61ab) Article 114 of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
61b) Section 4(4) of Act No. 466/2009 Coll.  on international assistance for the recovery of certain financial claims, and amending and supplementing certain acts.
61c) Section 8 of Act No. 466/2009 Coll.
61d) Section 3(a) item nine and ten of Act No. 466/2009 Coll.
61g) Section 149 of Act No. 563/2009 Coll. as amended by Act No. 331/2011 Coll. 61h) Section 55(6) of Act No. 563/2009 Coll.
61i) Section 79(3) of Act No. 563/2009 Coll. as amended by Act No. 331/2011 Coll.
62) Article 222 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.


63) Act No. 563/2009 Coll. as amended by Act No. 331/2011 Coll.
63a) Article 2 of Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No. 1150/2000 of 22 May 2000 implementing Decision 94/728/EC, Euratom on the system of the Communities' own resources (OJ L 130, 31 May 2000) as amended by Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No. 2028/2004 of 16 November 2004 (OJ L 352, 27 November 2004).
63b) Article 17 of Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No. 1150/2000 as amended by Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No. 2028/2004.
64) Sections 11 to 165 of Act No. 7/2005 Coll.  on bankruptcy and restructuring, and amending and supplementing certain acts as amended.
65) Articles 201 to 216 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended. 67) Section 28, 87 and 121 of Act No. 7/2005 Coll.
68) Article 49 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
69) Article 75(a) of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
70) Articles 61 to 80 of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1186/2009.
70a) For instance, Act No. 15/2005 Coll. on protection of the EU wildlife animals and plants, regulation of their trade, and amending and supplementing certain acts.
71) Section 135(3) of the Civil Code.
72) For instance, Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 278/1993 Coll. on state property administration as amended, Act No. 264/1999 Coll. as amended.
73) For instance, Act No. 264/1999 Coll. as amended, Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on consumer protection as amended.
74) Act No. 195/1998 Coll. on social assistance as amended.
75) Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 277/1994 Coll. on health care as amended.
76) For instance, Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 279/1993   Coll.   on school facilities as amended, Act No. 29/1984 Coll. on system of elementary and high schools (The School Act) as amended.
77) For instance, Act No. 213/1997 Coll. on non-profit organisations providing community services.
78) Act No. 527/2002 Coll. on voluntary auctions and on amendment of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 323/1992 Coll. on notaries and the notary's activity (Notarial Rules) as amended.
79) For instance, Act No. 190/2003 Coll. on firearms and ammunition, and amending and supplementing certain acts.
80) Section 2 of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 372/1990 Coll. on offences as amended.
81) Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 372/1990 Coll. as amended.
81a) Articles 4 and 5, Article 7(2) of Council Regulation (EC) No. 338/97 of 9 December 1996 on the protection of species of wild fauna and flora by regulating trade therein (OJ EU Special Edition, 15/Volume 3) as amended.
Articles 22, 24, 27, 35, 42 and 53 of Commission Regulation (EC) No. 865/2006 of 4 May 2006 laying down detailed rules concerning the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No. 338/97 on the protection of species of wild fauna and flora by regulating trade therein (OJ EU L 166, 19 June 2006).
Section 5 of Act No. 15/2005 Coll.
81b) Article 11(3) of Council Regulation (EC) No. 338/97 as amended.
82) Articles 38 to 41 and Articles 59 and 177 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
83) Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended. Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 2454/93 as amended.


83a) Article 201(3), Article 202(3), Article 203(3), Article 204(3), Article 205(3), Article 209(3), Article 210(3), Article 211(3), and Article 216(3) of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
83aa) Article 6(1) of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013. 83ab) For instance, Section 566 of the Commercial Code. 83ac) Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
83ad) Article 22(7) of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
83b) Articles 222 to 229 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
84) For instance, Articles 7 and 506 of Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 2454/93 as amended. 84a) Section 48b of Act No. 222/2004 Coll. as amended.
85) Article 95(2) and (3) of Regulation (EU) No. 952/2013.
85a) Article 232 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2913/92 as amended.
86) Sections 358 to 364 of the Commercial Code.
Sections 580 and 581 of the Civil Code.
87) Section 7(4) of Act No. 328/1991 Coll. as amended.
88) Sections 524 to 530 of the Civil Code.
89) For instance, Act No. 98/2004 Coll. on the excise duty on mineral oil, Act No. 107/2004
on the excise duty on beer.
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